
CONTEXT

c
o

n
t

e
x

t 2
0
1
5 is

s
u

e
d b

y c
o

n
t

e
s

t g
r

o
u

p

EVENTS 2015
Contest Yachts Trial Sail Weekend
Saturday 11 – Sunday 12 April

Sevenstar Contest Cup
Medemblik
Friday 5 – Sunday 7 June

Contest Meeting 
Mallorca
Thursday 11 – Saturday 13 June

Contest Meeting 
Port  Zélande
Check our website

Palmarina Contest Meeting 
Yalikavak Bodrum, Turkey
Check our website

Contest Yachts Trial Sail Weekend
Saturday 26 – Sunday 27 September

SHOWS 2015
Boot Düsseldorf
Saturday 17 – Sunday 25 January 

Strictly Sail Miami
Thursday 12 – Monday 16 February

Moscow Boat Show
Tuesday 10 – Sunday 15 March

International Istanbul Shop & Miles  
Boat Show
Wednesday 6 – Sunday 10 May

Baltic Marine Festival, St. Petersburg
Thursday 28– Sunday 31 May

Orust Open Yards
Friday 21 – Sunday 23 August

HISWA Amsterdam in-water Boat Show
Tuesday 1 – Sunday 6 September

Yachting Festival Cannes
Tuesday 8 – Sunday 13 September

Southampton International Boat Show
Friday 11 – Sunday 20 September

Monaco Yacht Show
Wednesday 23 – Saturday 26 September

Barcelona International Boat Show
Tuesday 14 – Sunday 18 October

Hanseboot International Boat Show, 
Hamburg
Saturday 31 October – Sunday 8 November

c o n t e x t  2 0 1 5  i s s u e d  b y  c o n t e s t  g r o u p
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Book now!DISCoVER oUR RoUTES

Ahead of the 
Competition

Sevenstar Yacht Transport

Headoffice  Amsterdam 

The Netherlands

Phone +31 20 448 8590

info@sevenstar-yacht-transport.com

Check our sailing schedule

Sevenstar Yacht Transport is specialised in 

worldwide lift-on, lift-off yacht transport. 

Check our sailing schedule and book now! 

SEVENSTAR-YACHT-TRANSPORT.COM

©Tim Wright. Team Sevenstar Beluga on the Contest 42CS during Antigua Sailing Week 2014
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CONTEST GROUP

Contest Yachts
Overleek 5
1671 GD Medemblik
The Netherlands
tel  +31 (0)227 543 644
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@contestyachts.com
www.contestyachts.com

Contest Brokerage
Overleek 5
1671 GD Medemblik 
The Netherlands 
tel  +31 (0)227 543 636 
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@contestbrokerage.nl 
www.contestbrokerage.nl 

MYS
Overleek 7
1671 GD Medemblik
tel  +31 (0)227 543 622
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@mys.nl
www.mys.nl
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Steer a safe course 

P.O. Box 116

NL-8440 AC  Heerenveen

Tel. +31 (0)513 61 44 44

Fax +31 (0)513 62 37 42

Ask for our special 
Contest conditions!

Y A C H T  I N S U R A N C E S

You cannot enjoy the carefree use of your vessel until you have 

insured it properly. Because we have more than 65 years of 

experience in insuring yachts, we are specialists in this field. 

We know the risks associated with your hobby, and

ours by the way, better than anybody else. Would you like to 

receive a tailor-made quotation? Just call us or visit our

website www.yachtinsurance.nl. 
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The	‘Dare	to	Dream’	tours	by	one	of	
our	new	Contest	42CS	yachts	have	
been	a	great	success	in	spreading	the	
message	of	Contest	quality	over	the	
past	year.	Last	summer’s	tour	of	the	
Mediterranean	by	the	Contest	52MC	
motoryacht	was	also	very	well	
received.	It	has	been	wonderful	to		
see	the	warm	appreciation	for	the	
direction	we	have	been	taking	across	
the	Contest	fleet,	both	in	sail	and	
power.	

As	a	yard	you	can	come	up	with	great	
design	ideas	and	add	all	sorts	of	
innovations…	But	what	really	matters	
is	the	reaction	of	one’s	(potential)	
clients.	And	that	has	been	so	hugely	
encouraging	that	we	are	determined	

to	continue	on	the	path	of	constant	
improvement	based	on	market	
intelligence.	

The	‘Dare	to	Dream’	name	we	gave	to	
the	42CS	promotion	also	neatly	
captures	this	ongoing	spirit	of	
evolution	in	design	and	performance.	
As	management,	we	too	have	dared	
to	dream	about	how	a	new	partner-
ship	might	look	like	to	take	us	further	
forward.	The	Contest	yard	has	enjoyed	
an	extremely	fruitful	relationship	
with	Georg	Nissen	over	the	years,		
but	as	Georg	starts	considering	his	
retirement	we	both	felt	the	time	was	
right	to	look	for	a	new	design	office.	
The	decision	to	team	up	with		
judel/vrolijk	&	co	is	an	exciting	one	

that	has	made	lots	of	headlines	in	the	
yachting	world.	You	can	read	more	
about	this	new	partnership	on	page	4	
of	this	magazine,	and	its	first	fruits		
in	the	form	of	the	Contest	67CS.	
There’s	much	more	to	come!		

And	there	is	also	much	more	for	you	
to	peruse	in	this	edition	of	Context.	
We	have	again	been	blessed	by	the	
fact	that	so	many	owners	are	
prepared	to	publicly	share	their	
experiences	of	the	Contest	take	on	
‘Life. Style. Sailing.’	Their	words	make	
good	reading…

Life.Style.Sailing.
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The latest new member of our fleet of semi-custom performance 
cruisers is the Contest 67CS. This design is the first of a new  
generation of yachts that we are creating with judel/vrolijk & co. 
Context talks to the German company’s managing director Torsten 
Conradi about how this exciting partnership came about and how  
it will impact Contest yachts in the future. 

A new evolution  
in design with  
judel/vrolijk & co

Like	everything	at	Contest	Yachts,		
the	decision	to	work	with	a	new	
design	office	was	a	carefully	consid-
ered	one.	The	goal	was	to	combine		
the	rich	construction	heritage	of	the	
yard	with	the	design	and	engineering	
experience	of	judel/vrolijk	&	co.		
The	current	range	of	Contest	yachts	

has	won	multiple	awards	and	the	high	
sales	speak	volumes	for	how	much	
sailors	appreciate	their	quality.		
	
Now	is	the	time	to	evolve	even	further	
and	further	enhance	the	already	
remarkable	performance	and	comfort	
of	the	Contest	range.	

	
“We	have	had	good	contacts	with	the	
Contest	yard	for	over	thirty	years	and	
knew	each	other	well	as	experienced	
companies	in	our	sector,”	says	Torsten.	
“This	made	for	a	good	fit	from	the	
start	I	think.	Contest	Yachts	shares		
the	same	vision	of	a	future	of	high	
performance,	semi-custom,	luxury	
cruising	yachts.	It	is	one	of	the	few	
companies	that	genuinely	look	to	
fulfil	people’s	dreams	and	impress	
clients,	not	operating	solely	to	
maximise	profit.	As	yacht	designers,	
judel/vrolijk	has	a	very	similar	
approach.	Our	boats	have	to	have	a	
distinctive	character	of	their	own	but	
we	also	very	much	buy	into	the	
mindset	of	putting	a	smile	on	the	face	
of	people	who	see	them.”

Keeping it in the family 
Another	crucial	aspect	of	the	new	
partnership	is	a	mutual	desire	for	a	
long-term	relationship	–	in	other	
words	to	create	a	line	of	boats	during	
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a	lengthy	cooperation,	rather	than	a	
single	one-off	design.	“In	our	vision	it	
is	much	better	to	start	creating	a	
family	that	has	the	same	philosophy	
and	then	develop	that	over	the	years,”	
continues	Torsten.	

“The	creation	of	the	Contest	67CS	was	
driven	by	these	initial	parameters	and	
can	be	seen	as	the	very	first	step	into	
the	judel/vrolijk	take	on	a	Contest	
yacht	profile.	You	do	not	see	a	break	
with	the	past	and	there	are	many	
similarities	to	the	existing	line.	At	this	
point	we	are	only	making	small	and	

subtle	changes	to	the	lines	to	ensure	
an	air	of	continuity.	There	will	be	no	
radical	switches	now	or	later;	instead,	
we	will	oversee	an	evolution	to	a	new	
look	that	is	combined	with	an	even	
better	performance.	It	is	quite	clear	
that	Contest	wants	its	future	boats		
to	be	instantly	identifiable	as	a	
Contest…	And	that’s	a	smart	move	as	
it	is	a	very	reliable	yard	which	creates	
well-built	cruising	yachts	with	a	
modern	design.”	

The ideal combination
There	is	no	doubt	either	that	the	

Contest	67CS	will	offer	the	best	
combination	of	layout	and	design	for	
a	true	semi-custom	performance	
cruiser	that	is	also	suitable	for	long	
distance	bluewater	cruising.		
She	will	provide	excellent	access	to	
the	engine	room	and	an	air-cooled	
fuse/switchboard	room.	The	layout	
allows	for	an	extra	side	cabin,	ideal	for	
welcoming	more	guests	onboard	and	
for	crew	on	longer	passages.	Owners	
can	also	choose	whether	to	have	their	
cabin	fore	or	aft	as	one	of	the	many	
customisation	options	on	the	67CS.	
They	will	enjoy	the	maximum	sailing	
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pleasure	and	cruising	comfort	they	
would	expect	from	Contest,	with	an	
additional	emphasis	on	performance.		

“The	Contest	67CS	will	be	lighter	in	
weight	thanks	to	the	innovative	use		
of	materials	and	equipment	as	we	
implement	simple	and	reliable	
solutions	that	are	easy	to	maintain,”	
adds	Torsten.	“By	integrating	these	
innovations	into	the	existing	Contest	
range	we	will	also	be	improving	
sailing	performance	at	the	same	time.	
In	doing	so,	we	see	lots	of	potential	to	
reach	out	to	even	more	clients	who	

are	willing	to	invest	time	and	money	
in	a	premium	product.	"

“The	Contest	lifestyle	is	renowned	in		
its	niche	market	and	we	will	always	be	
taking	this	into	account	when	seeking	
to	inspire	future	clients.	Contest	owners	
are	people	who	embrace	a	modern	
feeling	in	a	high-class	environment.		
And	we	believe	that	that	market	share	
will	grow	as	more	people	grow	into	this	
category.	Contest	yachts	already	match	
the	benchmark	for	these	types	of	
owners	well	and	our	ambition	at	judel/
vrolijk	is	to	make	the	fit	even	better.”

On the horizon 
So	how	are	things	going	in	practice	
between	the	new	partners?	“We	knew	
that	we	shared	the	same	way	of	
thinking	as	the	managers	of	the	yard,	
both	past	and	present,”	concludes	
Torsten.	“The	test	then	was	whether	
we	could	work	together	as	two	teams	
on	a	broader	scale.	I	am	pleased	to	say	
that	we’ve	already	had	a	good	
cooperation	with	all	levels	of	the	
Contest	yard	and	the	ultimate	result	
–	the	first	Contest	67CS	–	is	going	to	
be	very	special	indeed.”	

PERFORMANCE AND LOOKS  

The	design	of	the	Contest	67CS	has	a	low	
profile	deckhouse	that	matches	the	overall	
styling	of	a	timeless	and	elegant	looking	
hull	with	modern	lines.	The	silhouette	of	the	
superstructure	has	been	kept	as	low	as	
possible,	leaving	ample	space	below	the	
salon	for	technical	installations.	The	sail	
plan	is	generous	with	a	mast	height	over	
the	water	of	nearly	32	metres,	and	the	rig	
layout	offers	a	wealth	of	sail	combinations,	
ranging	from	jibs,	jib-tops	and	code	zero	
options	to	different	gennaker	sizes.	An	
in-mast	furling	section	is	also	possible,	of	
course,	for	the	cruising	minded.	

The	hull	lines	have	been	optimised	for	the	
moderate	to	heavy	displacement	of	a	
cruising	yacht,	then	made	even	more	perfor-
mance	oriented.	The	forward	sections	are	
sharper	and	combined	with	slightly	wider	
and	flatter	sections	aft.	A	more	aggressive	
forefoot	enhances	upwind	performance,	
while	the	aft	sections	are	designed	for	
higher	end-speeds	and	stability.	

Thanks	to	Contest’s	optimised	sandwich	
construction,	combined	with	the	use	of	
some	fully	cored	lightweight	interior	panels,	
the	Contest	67CS	has	a	reasonable	displace-
ment	for	a	boat	of	this	type.	A	moderately	
deep	L-shaped	keel	with	the	centre	of	
gravity	as	low	as	possible	maximises	the	
stability.	As	has	been	the	case	on	all	recent	
Contest	Yachts	builds,	the	interior	styling	of	
the	Contest	67CS	is	in	the	very	capable	
hands	of	Amsterdam-based	design	
company	Wetzel	Brown	Partners.	
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The first 
of the 
Flybridges

Piet Hein Bakker is owner of the 
very first Contest 52MC Flybridge.  
In fact, it was Piet Hein’s idea to 
take the first motorboat ever built 
at the Contest Yard – the Contest 
52MC – and make it very much  
his own. Piet Hein tells the story of 
how Blauwe Hengst was born and 
how well this striking addition to 
the Contest motoryacht fleet is 
riding the waves. 
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Before	I	ordered	a	Contest	motoryacht	
in	the	autumn	of	2012,	I	had	always	
been	a	sailing	yacht	man.	Since	the	
1970s	I	have	owned	and	raced	five	
new-built	Swans,	taking	part	in	the	
Swan	Europe	Cups	and,	on	one	
occasion,	the	Swan	World	regatta.		
We	mostly	raced	by	ourselves,	while	
spending	our	touring	days	with	the	
family.	Although	we	had	decades	of	
fun	sailing	these	bluewater	boats,	
around	three	years	ago	we	recognised	
that	the	time	was	approaching	where	
we	needed	to	make	our	life	on	the	
water	a	little	less	active.		

A promise made…
Before	embarking	on	our	motoryacht	
adventure,	we	looked	at	a	wide	range	
of	boats	from	different	yards.	I	have	

to	say	that	Contest	came	out	as	the	
incontestable	winner!	And	thus	was	
fulfilled	something	that	had	long	
been	a	source	of	banter	in	our	family.	
Fritz	Conijn,	father	of	Contest	
managing	director	Arjen	Conijn,	lives	
in	the	same	street	as	me	and	we’ve	
known	each	other	for	at	least	fifty	
years.	Arjen	and	I	have	also	sailed	
together	in	race	meetings	as	crew,	
and	he	once	told	me:	‘Piet	Hein,		
one	day	you	will	buy	a	Contest’.		
I	am	pleased	to	say	he	was	right!	

I	am	pleased	not	least	because	the	
original	Contest	52MC	satisfied		
almost	all	my	needs.	It	is	semi-classic	
while	still	being	modern	in	terms		
of	design,	hull,	speed	and	layout.		
The	seaworthiness	–	a	crucial	factor	

for	us	–	is	already	proven	to	be	
excellent	and	the	comfort	levels		
are	also	very	high.	The	only	thing		
that	I	felt	was	really	missing	in	the	
first	model	was	that	there	was		
not	a	version	with	a	flybridge	
available.	As	I	felt	this	was	essential	
for	the	design	and	our	comfort,	I		
commissioned	the	first	ever	Contest	
52MC	Flybridge!	

…Is a promise fulfilled
I	quickly	discovered	that	the	people		
at	the	Contest	yard	are	every	bit	as	
hospitable,	friendly	and	service-
minded	as	the	Conijns	had	always	
promised	me!	This	made	it	all	the	
easier	for	me	to	give	input	in	the	
construction	process.	For	instance,		
I	felt	that	the	boat	might	benefit		
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from	lighter	engines.	We	also	decided	
to	design	a	new	version	of	the	lounge	
seat	that	is	half	the	size	and	more	
fitting	to	how	we	live	aboard.	The	pilot	
chair	is	also	a	slim-lined	version,	so	in	
all	these	areas	and	more	Blauwe 
Hengst	really	is	a	semi-custom	boat.	

Although	I’m	an	easy	person	to	work	
with	in	general,	I	can	be	a	stickler	for	

detail.	That	was	not	a	problem	for	
Contest	as	an	eye	for	finer	details	is	
one	of	the	yard’s	plus	points.	They	
understand	that	it	is	the	little	things	
that	make	a	holiday.	My	wife	and	I	are	
not	the	sort	of	folk	who	spend	the	day	
running	around	sprucing	up	their	boat.	
The	design	of	a	Contest	makes	cleaning	
easy	and	is	just	one	of	many	ways		
that	make	onboard	life	so	relaxing.

The first season
Blauwe Hengst	was	delivered	in	
mid-April	2014	and	we	have	had	a	good	
first	season	behind	us.	I	was	very	
curious	as	to	how	she	would	perform	
at	sea	and	the	weather	gods	certainly	
gave	her	a	turbulent	baptism.	For	a	
while	we	had	wind	force	five	at	most,	
until	we	were	suddenly	confronted	
with	enormous	gusts	of	wind	and	
gigantic	waves	off	the	coast	of	Hoek	
van	Holland.	Our	Contest	boat	did	very	
well	in	these	heavy	seas	and	even	in	
such	conditions	I	did	not	regret	our	
decision	to	dispense	with	the	stabilizer.

After	passing	this	test	with	flying	
colours	we	spent	the	next	four	weeks	
away	with	four	people,	and	it	was	
extremely	comfortable.	We	had	nice	
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weather,	but	even	if	it	hadn’t	been,	the	
boat	is	really	quite	plush.	The	major	
disadvantage	of	any	motoryacht	is		
the	sound	of	the	engines,	and	
although	they	are	exceptionally	quiet	
on	this	yacht,	I	find	it	pleasant	to	
cruise	for	several	hours	and	then	stay	
still	for	a	while.	The	comfortable	part	
is	the	fact	that,	once	the	engines	are	
out,	your	work	is	done.	There	are	no	
sails	to	roll	up,	no	ropes	to	deal	with…	
And	a	motorboat	is	also	more	
comfortable	underway.

Money well spent 
I	would	recommend	Contest	Yachts	to	
anyone	considering	a	motoryacht.	Let	
me	be	clear	–	I	have	sailed	for	years	
and	have	a	very	critical	eye	for	the	
model	of	a	boat,	her	seaworthiness,	
her	course	stability	and	speed.		
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I	looked	at	various	competitors	for	a	
considerable	period	of	time	before	
opting	for	a	Contest	motoryacht	and	
I’ve	never	regretted	my	choice	for	a	
second.	It	was	money	well	spent.	

As	has	been	traditional	for	us,	we	
spent	the	last	week	of	our	holiday	on	
the	Dutch	island	of	Vlieland	and	
Blauwe Hengst	attracted	a	great	deal	
of	attention.	It	was	nice	to	hear	
people	talking	about	her	so	positively	
in	the	marina.	And	when	Contest		
put	her	on	display	at	the	HISWA	boat	

show	in	Amsterdam	she	attracted	
many	visitors.	

Our	plans	for	the	future	are	to	travel	
further	afield,	with	Denmark	very	
much	on	our	radar.	In	conclusion		
I	would	say	it	has	been	a	nice	crossover	
to	a	motoryacht.	The	Contest	52MC	
has	the	sailyacht	feel	of	a	Contest	and	
the	same	quality.	This	is	why	she	is	so	
appealing	to	both	former	‘sailors’	like	
myself	and	those	who	have	always	
preferred	a	boat	where	engines		
take	the	lead.	
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It is now a decade since Michel Jamar bought his first Contest yacht, taught 
himself to sail and headed off to explore Europe and Scandinavia. In 2013, he 
and his partner Malou decided to take the spirit of adventure to new heights 
by sailing across the Atlantic and heading up the Amazon River to explore 
some literally and metaphorically uncharted waters. 

Into the Amazon 
on a Contest 50CS

Regular	readers	of	Context	magazine	
will	be	no	stranger	to	the	Belgian	
owner	of	the	Contest	50CS	Sylher.	In	
previous	issues	we	have	covered	his	
extraordinary	story	as	he	sold	his	
company	and	decided	to	see	the	
world.	Michel	had	no	experience	at	all	
of	sailing	and	no	idea	of	which	boat	to	
buy.	His	decision	to	purchase	a	new	
Contest	yacht	followed	a	long	period	
of	meticulous	planning	and	research,	
something	which	has	also	come	to	
typify	the	way	he	prepares	for	his	
sailing	expeditions.	

Once	he	had	learned	to	sail	his	new	
acquisition,	there	was	no	holding	
Michel	back.	All	of	these	earlier	
adventures	pale	into	insignificance,	
however,	compared	to	the	year-long	
trip	he	and	Malou	made	from	Europe	
to	the	Caribbean	via	the	Amazon	River	
from	2013	to	2014.	

We	could	easily	fill	a	book	with	images	
and	stories	of	the	remarkable	things	
they	have	seen	and	done,	especially	in	
Brazil	where	it	is	still	very	rare	for	
yachts	to	sail	into	the	heart	of	the	

country.	In	order	to	make	the	most	of	
the	space	we	have	available	in	this	
magazine,	we	offer	you	this	special	
pictorial	report	on	some	of	the	main	
highlights	and	hope	that	Michel’s	
descriptive	captions	capture	the	
emotions	and	excitement	of	this	
once-in-a-lifetime	voyage.		
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  MARSEILLES  
Why	did	we	decide	to	travel	down	the	Amazon?	Because	it’s	just	
not	done	and	we	wanted	to	do	something	that	people	said	was	
almost	impossible.	In	this	part	of	the	world	it’s	not	you	who	is	
taking	pictures	of	the	people	–	they	take	pictures	of	you.	But	this	
was	all	a	long	way	ahead	as	we	flew	to	the	departure	point	of	the	
trip,	Marseilles.	Preparation	is	crucial	and	we	had	1,200	kilos	of	
food,	wine	and	water	onboard.	We	had	to	make	sure	the	boat	was	
in	perfect	condition	as	our	lives	were	about	to	change.

  LANZAROTTE  
Malou	had	virtually	no	
experience	of	sailing	when	
we	set	off	-	and	when	she	
nearly	set	fire	to	the	boat	
making	bread,	that	could	
have	been	it!	I	never	saw	so	
many	dolphins	in	my	life	as	
off	the	coast	of	Lanzarotte,	
which	is	by	the	way	a	much	
nicer	place	than	many	
people	realise.

In perfect  
condition   
and lots  
of wine.
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We had only 
six hours 
before we hit 
the mistral.   MADEIRA      

We	had	arranged	to	sail	as	a	fleet	of	four	boats	
for	the	two-month	excursion	up	the	Amazon	with	
like-minded	individuals	who	recognise	that	Brazil	
is	not	the	place	to	travel	alone.	The	initial	plan	to	
rendezvous	in	Madeira	fell	through	as	the	
weather	was	so	bad	-	with	45	knots	on	the	nose	
and	waves	of	eight	metres.	We	had	only	six	hours	
of	sailing	before	we	hit	the	mistral	–	six	days	of	
roughness	and	the	boom	disappearing	in	a	wall	of	
sea.	Only	our	Contest	made	it	to	Madeira	on	time,	
giving	us	the	confidence	we	could	face	anything	
that	lay	ahead.

  CAPE VERDE 
The	next	rendezvous	point	
after	Madeira	was	the	islands	
of	Cape	Verde.	The	atmosphere	
is	very	laid	back	here	yet	
people	work	very	hard	to	make	
a	living.	As	astonishing	as	it	
seems,	there	are	more	fresh	
vegetables	available	in	this	
outpost	than	in	Brazil.		

  ATLANTIC OCEAN  
We	enjoyed	a	fantastic	crossing	of	the	
Atlantic,	regularly	sailing	at	12	to	15	knots	
under	skies	with	clouds	the	size	of	continents.	
It’s	an	amazing	sensation	to	cross	the	equator	
looking	at	the	map	and	realising	how	far	you	
are	from	anywhere.	The	crossing	took	us	
fourteen	days	and	we	sailed	the	whole	time.	
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  SALVADOR
We	were	second	of	the	four	
boats	to	arrive	in	Salvador	
but	our	hopes	of	restocking	
were	somewhat	dashed	by	
the	paucity	of	the	shops.		
At	least	we	were	able	to	
welcome	the	new	year	with	
7.5	million	people	at	the	
world’s	largest	party.		
The	eighty-metre	speakers	
were	just	100	metres	from	
our	mooring	and	after	five	
days	of	round-the-clock	
music	we	were	a	little	crazy!	

  BRAZIL  
The	different	houses	show	
the	incredible	diversity	of	life	
in	Brazil.	You	do	have	to	be	
very	careful	and	not	stand	out	
in	any	way,	although	the	
military	are	there	to	protect	
you.	I	am	not	easily	scared	but	
we	were	glad	to	move	on	
from	Salvador	after	hitting	
the	markets	for	fresh	fruit	and	
dried	fish.	

  BRAZIL   
As	we	started	our	epic	journey	up	the	river	we	realised	we	
were	entering	a	different	world	of	isolated	beaches	where	
you	hardly	see	a	soul.	When	you	do	come	across	folk	they	
are	living	in	very	small	groups,	perhaps	even	with	a	couple	
of	sheep	living	under	their	shack.	These	places	are	
wonderfully	peaceful.	The	fisherman	and	their	families	
were	so	very	welcoming.	

After five days 
of round-the-
clock music 
we were a 
 little crazy! 
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  BRAZIL       
Despite	having	so	little	the	people	insisted	on	
sharing	their	food	with	us.	All	we	could	offer	in	
return	was	to	let	them	come	aboard	and	look	round	
the	boat.	There	is	no	access	to	this	area	by	car	yet	
the	local	villagers	created	a	‘restaurant’	where	we	
could	all	eat	together	as	a	group.	Eating	oysters	in	
50-degree	heat	is	an	act	of	faith	and	we	still	
managed	to	dance	the	night	away

  BRAZIL   
One	of	the	inland	highlights	
was	this	four-day	excursion	
to	a	Buffalo	farm.	The		
adventure	began	with	a	
local	boat	taking	us	up	
small	tributaries	of	the	
Amazon	in	waters	that	
sometimes	had	a	five	knot	
current	and	were	home	to	
alligators.	Eventually	we	
arrived	at	a	14,000-hectare	
farm	where	we	went	
horseback	riding	to	muster	
up	some	400	buffalo.	These	
incredible	beasts	make	an	
unforgettable	noise.	

  BRAZIL  
Again,	it	was	the	meals	with	the	locals	and	being	
treated	like	honoured	guests	that	made	this	trip	so	
very	special.	It	is	impossible	to	put	into	words	how	it	
feels	to	be	eating	with	farmers	in	the	middle	of	
nowhere.	And	the	wildlife	was	pretty	amazing	too…

A four day
excursion  
to a Buffalo 
farm.
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  BRAZIL  
Another	consistent	theme	was	being	welcomed	with	
music	upon	arrival.	In	the	larger	village	of	Portel	the	
local	officials	gave	inhabitants	a	document	with	tips			
on	how	to	welcome	tourists	like	us.	Thanking	the	
authorities	for	how	secure	we	had	felt	during	our	
four-day	stay,	they	admitted	that	all	the	dangerous	folk	
had	been	put	in	jail	for	the	duration.	No	wonder	the	
parties	were	such	fun!	

  BRAZIL  
My	daughter	joined	us	for	a	few	weeks	of	the	trip.	
We	had	great	fun	exploring	more	of	the	many	
delights	of	the	Amazon,	from	trekking	in	the	forest	
to	swimming	in	the	waters.	We	also	became	local	
celebrities	as	the	television	came	to	interview	us.		
And	a	ride	in	a	speedboat	was	another	memorable	
occasion!	

  BRAZIL  
Hazards	of	sailing	the	Amazon	include	thick	weeds	and	trees	floating	down	the	
river.	On	this	particular	day	we	were	exploring	off	the	charts	and	had	no	idea	
there	were	electric	cables	strung	across	the	water.	One	of	the	yachts	received	
250,000	volts	and	it	was	very	fortunate	she	was	made	of	aluminium.	We	
couldn’t	turn	around	as	the	stream	wasn’t	wide	enough	so	we	were	thankful	for	
our	Brazilian	escort	boat	that	could	tow	us	out	of	trouble.

  BRAZIL  
Despite	the	very	difficult	conditions	many	of	them	live	in,	Brazilians	
know	how	to	party.	It	was	great	fun	to	join	one	of	the	local	carnivals	and	
dance	the	night	away	despite	the	monsoon	rain	conditions.	You	have	to	
sail	in	Brazil	during	the	rainy	season	otherwise	your	yacht	won’t	get	
anywhere	fast.	But	somehow	the	rain	rarely	seems	to	matter	such	are	
one’s	experiences	of	everyday	life	exploring	the	Amazon.	

One of the 
yachts received 
250,000 volts.
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Waypoint: 
Tips from owners  
to owners

NAME OF YACHT:	Lapin Agile
TYPE OF YACHT:	Contest	45CS
PLACE AND COUNTRY: Utö,	an	island	in	
the	Stockholm	archipelago	in	Sweden
TIP: Krogen	BåtsHaket	for	lunch

CONTACT DETAILS:
+46	8	501	574	63
www.batshaket.se
info@batshaket.se	

INFORMATION:
This	natural	heritage	site	of	the	island	of	
Utö	is	an	ideal	destination	for	a	short	stay	
of	two	to	three	days,	especially	for	
families	with	kids.	There	is	a	lovely	guest	
harbour	that	provides	shelter	from	the	
wind.	A	great	idea	is	to	rent	a	bike	or	
moped	and	ride	to	BåtsHaket	for	lunch.	
This	wonderful	fish	restaurant	is	located	
in	the	south	of	the	island,	and	serves	
delicious	prawns	with	aioli	&	bread	and	
graved	lax.

Have you visited our website recently? In spring time we will launch  
a new website. We will introduce a new feature called Waypoint. 
Contest owners can leave tips highlighting anything from a beautiful 
cove to a great restaurant or an impressive museum.
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The	website	will	provide	a	form	the	
size	of	a	half	A4	page	where	you	can	
fill	in	details	such	as	the	name	of	your	
vessel,	the	type	of	Contest	yacht,	the	
city	and	country	(and	indication	of	the	
area	in	case	of	larger	locations	such	as	
bays),	the	description	(an	open	field),	
and	information	about	the	attraction.	
Up	to	four	photos	or	a	video	can	also	
be	uploaded,	and	Google	Maps	will	
indicate	the	location.

Tasty examples
Below	are	two	examples	of	how	the	
feature	will	look.	We	look	forward	to	
reading	your	tips	and	seeing	where	
you	have	been	out	and	about!	

NAME OF YACHT:	Lapin Agile
TYPE OF YACHT:	Contest	45CS
PLACE AND COUNTRY: Malma	Kvarn	in	
the	Stockholm	archipelago	in	Sweden
TIP:Restaurant	Grand	Malma	Kvarn

CONTACT DETAILS:
Malma	Kvarnstig	5
139	60	Värmdö,	Sweden
+46	8	410	510	89
www.malmakvarn.se
info@malmakvarn.se

This	is	an	excellent	restaurant	on	the	
outskirts	of	Stockholm.	Owner	and	chef	
Yohan	prepares	lovely	dishes	that	invite	
discovery	in	a	décor	of	simple	wooden	
tables	and	fine	French	cuisine,	including	
delicious	wine.	You	can	moor	your	
Contest	right	in	front	of	the	restaurant	
and	simply	enjoy	a	completely	relaxed	
evening.	If	you	stay	until	late,	you	might	
have	a	nice	conversation	with	the	owner	
about	the	differences	between	Swedish	
and	French	people…	And	don't	forget	to	
ask	for	his	special	after-dinner	surprise!
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CONTESTYACHTS.COM/WEBSHOP

For another take on our ‘Life. Style. Sailing.’ 
philosophy,  check out  the cool products we 
have available for you in our webshop* at

*available from the end of March 2015
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Dare to dream

Imagine...
In the summer of 2013, the Contest 42CS 
Beluga embarked on a global tour 
designed to showcase this new model.  
We asked the crew to keep a diary as they 
cruised in tropical waters and took part in 
challenging regattas. From the free spirit 
of the Florida Keys to the hidden treasures 
of the Mediterranean, from the Gotland 
Rundt to the exhilarating 24-Hour Race, 
these excerpts read like a dream trip.  
But thanks to our friends at Sevenstar 
Yacht Transport, this year of inspiration, 
exploration, nature and culture was a 
very real experience.
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The	starting	point	of	our	trip	is	the	
Contest	Yachts	yard	in	Medemblik.	
Our	Contest	42CS	has	covered	many	
sea	trial	miles,	and	we	are	delighted	
to	begin	our	sailing	adventure	on	this	
super-reliable	yacht.	But	first	we	stop	
for	a	drink	and	a	snack	at	a	true	
sailor’s	bar,	Het	Swarte Woifke,	known	
simply	as	Brakeboer	by	the	locals	after	
its	owner	Jack	Brakeboer	who	is	
always	pleased	to	share	some	of	his	
tall	stories.	We’ve	checked	her	out	and	
Beluga	is	now	travelling	with	Seven-
star	Yacht	Transport	to	Annapolis.	
We’ll	catch	her	up	later	by	plane.	

USA- Annapolis 
A	visit	to	the	Annapolis	Boat	Show,	
organised	to	perfection	by	our	
American	hosts.	In	the	evening	we	
enjoy	a	swordfish	au	poivre	at	
O’Learys	Seafood	Restaurant.	Some	of	
the	freshest,	most	perfectly	cooked	
fish	we	have	ever	had:	compliments	to	
the	chef,	Russell	Brown!	The	next	day	
we	prepare	Beluga	for	our	crossing	to	
Fort	Lauderdale,	some	1,000	nautical	
miles	away.	It’s	time	to	get	busy!	Alba-
trosses	and	dolphins	accompany	us	on	
our	trip,	and	at	night	we	enjoy	clear	
starry	skies	and	serene	surroundings.	
Breathtaking...		

USA-Fort Lauderdale
Entering	Fort	Lauderdale	was	very	
impressive.	We	are	a	little	too	tall	to	
pass	beneath	the	17th	street	Highway	
Bridge,	but	the	authorities	open	it	five	
minutes	after	we	check	in	and	allow	us	
to	continue	on	to	the	Lauderdale	Yacht	
Club.	Having	been	surrounded	by	water	
for	seven	days,	it	feels	good	to	step	
onshore.	The	Fort	Lauderdale	Boat	
Show,	where	we	will	be	presenting	
Beluga	to	the	public,	opens	the	day	
after	tomorrow,	so	it	is	time	to	ensure	
everything	is	in	perfect	order.	Next	
week	we	are	expecting	several	guests	
onboard	who	we	trust	will	be	equally		
as	impressed	by	the	looks	and	perfor-
mance	of	the	Contest	42CS	as	we	are.	

USA- Miami
From	Fort	Lauderdale	we	sail	along	
the	coast	towards	Miami,	a	vibrant	
metropolis	with	stunning	sandy	
beaches	and	an	azure	blue	ocean.		
The	vibe	is	relaxed,	and	we	enjoy	the	
city’s	attractive	Art	Deco	architecture.		
	Of	course	we	also	visit	one	of	the	
countless	trendy	clubs	Miami	has	to	
offer.	Luckily	we	manage	to	score	
tickets	to	the	hottest	show	in	town		

by	DJs	Tiesto	and	Afrojack,	including	a	
meet	&	greet	with	the	tune-spinners!

USA- Florida Keys
As	our	yacht	participates	in	February’s	
Strictly	Sail	Miami,	the	boat	show	for	
American	south	and	South	America,	
we	have	several	weeks	to	explore	the	
famous	Keys,	an	archipelago	of	no		
	less	than	1,700	islands!	And	what	a	
pleasure	it	is	to	spend	time	in	such	a	
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lovely	sailing	area	with	its	laid-	back	
feel.	We	have	some	great	encounters	
with	other	sailors	and	take	the	time	to	
snorkel	along	the	many	colourful	
corals.	The	temperatures	are	very	
agreeable	and	we	enjoy	the	outdoor	
life	to	the	max.	This	leg	of	our	journey	
also	includes	a	visit	to	the	renowned	
Ernest	Hemingway	museum	and	the	
monumental	lighthouse	on	Key	West	
that	dates	back	to	1847.	Life	is	good!

The Caribbean
The	season	of	the	Caribbean	regattas	
is	on	upon	us	and	we	prepare	Beluga	
for	transport	from	Miami	to	St.	
Thomas.	We	cruise	along	with	her	
onboard	Sevenstar	Transport’s	vessel,	
which	is	an	impressive	experience	in	
its	own	right.	As	we	sail	past	Cuba	and	
Puerto	Rico,	we	share	beers	on	the	aft	
deck,	spend	time	with	the	officers	on	
the	bridge,	enjoy	some	really	good	

meals	and	get	plenty	of	sleep.		
The	three-day	trip	also	gives	us	the	
opportunity	to	perform	some	small	
tasks	onboard	Beluga	and	we’re	
delighted	that	we	chose	this	way		
of	traversing	the	difficult	1,400	nm	
trajectory.

It’s	time	to	welcome	a	racing	crew	
onboard	for	the	Heineken	Regatta.		
St.	Martin	has	been	transformed		
into	one	big	festival	island	and	the	
energy	on	the	water	and	ashore	is	
contagious.	We	enjoy	our	baptism	of	
fire	in	the	international	regatta	circuit	
tremendously	and	look	forward	to		
the	BVI	Spring	Regatta	and	Antigua	
Sailing	Week.	The	events	are		
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organised	to	perfection	and	we	enjoy	
weeks	of	sports,	fun,	sun	and	parties.	
Best	of	all,	our	Contest	42CS	performs	
very	well	on	the	circuit.	Sailing	and	
residing	in	the	Caribbean	is	truly	
awesome	and	we’ll	never	forget	the	
atmosphere,	people	and	beauty	of	
this	region.	

Mediterranean
The	months	of	May	and	June	are	
perfect	for	sailing	in	the	Mediterra-

nean,	so	we	put	our	yacht	back	on	a	
transport	ship	so	we	can	explore	the	
hidden	treasures	of	Southern	Europe.	
And	there	are	plenty	to	find!	For	
example,	the	pearly-white	beaches	
and	delicious	food	at	Juan	y	Andrea	
off	the	island	of	Formentera	in	the	
Bay	of	Illetas.	Although	it	is	on	the	
pricey	side,	this	is	such	a	cool	place	to	
see	and	be	seen.	After	arriving	on	
Ibiza	we	hire	a	car	and	head	to	lunch	
at	the	delightfully	situated	and	

charming	Es	Cucons	hotel,	passion-
ately	managed	by	two	equally	amiable	
sisters.	We	are	once	again	astounded	
at	all	the	good	things	the	Mediterra-
nean	has	to	offer.	

Scandinavia 
We	want	to	spend	the	final	leg	of	our	
journey	in	Northern	Europe	so	hand	
Beluga	over	for	transportation	to	
Stockholm.	The	long	days,	spacious-
ness,	serenity	and	the	breathtaking	
Northern	Lights	revitalise	our	energy,	
and	the	open	and	honest	Scandina-
vian	mentality	is	refreshing.	We	
prepare	for	the	Round	Gotland	Race,	
which	finishes	in	Sandhamn,	the	
sailing	Mecca	of	Sweden.	Before	the	
start	in	Stockholm	we	quickly	take	in	
some	culture	with	a	visit	to	the	ABBA	
museum,	a	must	for	every	music	fan!	

The Netherlands
The	24-Hour	Race	is	the	perfect	finale	
to	our	sailing	adventure.	We	carefully	
map	out	our	route	to	make	as	many	
miles	as	possible.	We	perform	well	
and	the	event	is	a	top	way	to	end	a	
truly	memorable	year.	It’s	good	to	see	
envious	glances	from	people	who	
would	like	to	enjoy	the	same	experi-
ence,	and	the	nods	of	recognition	
from	those	who’ve	already	visited	
some	of	the	same	areas.	We	are	happy	
to	exchange	experiences,	inspire	
people	and	share	our	pride	in	Beluga	
who	took	us	around	the	world	and	
safely	back	home	without	a	hitch.	

In	just	a	single	year	we	have	chalked	
up	hundreds	of	amazing	experiences,	
discovered	many	new	parts	of	the	
world,	seen	different	cultures,	
become	much	better	sailors,	and	
made	lots	of	new	friends.	Thankfully	
there	is	always	more	to	explore	and	
we’re	already	planning	our	next	trip	
under	the	Contest	motto:		
Life.	Style.	Sailing.	

MOVE YOUR YACHT! 
Sevenstar	Yacht	Transport	is	the	world’s	
leading	provider	of	yacht	shipping	
services	offering	frequent	sailings	to	an	
array	of	worldwide	destinations	and	
managing	a	fleet	of	over	120	independent	
carriers.	Headquartered	in	Amsterdam,	
the	company	runs	a	global	network	with	
offices	in	the	United	States,	the	UK,	
Australia	and	Turkey,	and	agents	in	
Monaco,	Germany,	Russia,	New	Zealand,	
Singapore,	Hong	Kong,	Thailand,	Malay-
sia,	Indonesia,	Mexico,	Gibraltar	and	BVI.
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CONTESTYACHTS.COM/WEBSHOP

For another take on our ‘Life. Style. Sailing.’ 
philosophy,  check out  the cool products we 
have available for you in our webshop* at

*available from the end of March 2015
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Touring the Med,  
the motoryacht way 

To illustrate how eminently suitable  
the Contest 52MC is for Mediterranean 
waters, our sales manager Marcel 
Offereins took the 52MC version on a 
tour of the region from August to 
October 2014. The trip took in three 
major boat shows as well as the 
Régates Royales, the Voile de St Tropez 
and the start of the Volvo Ocean Race. 
As Marcel explains, the tour resulted in 
a fleet of new admirers for the  Contest 
motoryacht philosophy. 
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The	Contest	52MC	Lefort	was	the	
second	of	our	new	motoryacht	range	
to	be	built	(see	sitebar)	and,	delighted	
with	his	first	year	onboard,	her	
Russian	owner	kindly	allowed	us	to	
take	her	on	tour	for	two	months.		
I	picked	Lefort	up	in	St	Petersburg	in	
mid-August	and	sailed	through	the	
locks	and	on	to	Finland.	We	then	
trucked	her	to	Cannes	for	the	boat	
show.	This	was	an	excellent	beginning	
as	she	was	on	display	alongside	the	
57CS,	showcasing	to	the	public	how	
Contest	offers	the	best	of	both	
worlds,	sailing	and	power.	

We	took	quite	a	number	of	potential	
customers	out	to	sea	around	Cannes,	
and	did	the	same	the	week	after	
during	the	Monaco	show,	where		
we	sailed	into	the	harbour	to	pick		
up	guests.	In	the	evenings	we	moored	
up	on	the	Port	de	Plaisance	marina		
in	Beaulieu	sur	Mer,	right	opposite		
the	legendary	African	Queen		
restaurant.	This	gained	us	far	more	
attention	than	would	have	been	the	
case	berthed	among	the	‘big	boys’		
in	Monaco.	

can	often	belie	the	idyllic	Med	
surroundings	is	a	key	asset	of	the	
52MC.	And,	when	the	weather	is	calm,	
you	can	open	up	the	roof	completely	
to	create	a	delightful	al	fresco	
environment.	

Memorable moments
A	similar	story	occurred	when	we	were	
in	Alicante	for	the	Volvo	Ocean	Race.	
The	feeling	of	tracking	alongside	Team 
Brunel	for	the	first	ninety	minutes	of	
that	race	leg	will	live	long	in	the	
memory.	We	were	doing	25	knots	with	
26	folk	aboard	and	Lefort	remained	
exceptionally	comfortable	at	all	times.

The	last	leg	of	our	tour	drew	large	
crowds	of	admirers	at	the	Barcelona	
boat	show	in	mid-October,	after		
which	we	trucked	Lefort	back	to	
Medemblik	for	the	winter.	It	is	one	
more	major	asset	of	this	size	of	boat	
that	she	can	easily	be	transported		
over	the	road.	This	gave	us	the	
flexibility	to	go	to	many	different	
places	and	the	exceptional	amount		
of	positive	feedback	made	this	a		
tour	to	remember.		

Back to Cannes
The	next	week	saw	us	take	the	short	
return	trip	back	to	Cannes	for	the	
Régates	Royales	where	we	had	fun	
sailing	around	with	potential	
customers.	The	event	reinforced	how	
classic	yacht	owners	recognise	the	
52MC’s	credentials	as	a	motoryacht	
with	a	sailing	yacht	ambience,	and	
understand	how	different	a	Contest	
motoryacht	is	to	anything	in	her	size.	
We	also	see	increasing	interest	from	
owners	looking	for	a	luxury	tender,	for	
which	the	new	52MC	Open	Sport	
version	is	perfect.

Next	up	was	the	Voile	de	St	Tropez,	
where	Lefort	served	as	a	support	
vessel	for	the	Contest	72	PH3	as	she	
competed	in	this	famous	regatta.	
Guests	of	companies	such	as	Gaastra	
came	onboard	for	a	couple	of	days	
and	were	very	glad	that	they	had	
partnered	with	us	for	the	event	–	not	
least	because	for	two	days	there	were	
Beaufort	five	winds	and	Lefort	was	
the	only	motorboat	that	could	venture	
out	into	the	strong	waves.	The	(st)
ability	to	cope	with	rough	seas	that	
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TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE

After	her	launch	and	christening	in	the	summer	of	2013,	the	
Contest	52MC	Lefort’s	maiden	journey	was	to	Russia.	She	was		
first	delivered	by	Sevenstar	Transport	to	Kotka	in	Finland,	from	
where	she	sailed	to	St.	Petersburg.	The	city	embraced	this	Dutch	
beauty	with	open	arms,	which	is	unsurprising	when	you	consider	
she	was	created	with	the	St.	Petersburg	region	in	mind.		
Her	high	stability,	low	superstructure	with	unusually	small	
draught	and	large	deck	area	with	lots	of	interior	ensured	that	the	
52MC	performed	well	in	the	narrow	canals	of	St.	Petersburg,	and	
in	the	vast	Russian	expanse	of	the	Ladoga	and	Onega	lakes.		
By	the	way,	did	you	know	that	Lake	Ladoga	is	actually	the	largest	
lake	in	Europe?	

After	completing	her	tour	of	St.	Petersburg,	the	Contest	Yachts	
Russia	team	sailed	Lefort	to	Moscow	along	the	Russian	inland	
waters.	It	was	not	the	easiest	of	journeys,	with	some	18	large	
locks	to	negotiate	(each	lifting	about	15	m)	and	virtually	no	
facilities	or	petrol	stations	along	the	way.	Thanks	to	the	fuel	
efficiency	of	the	52MC	and	the	cohesion	of	the	crew,	everything	
went	smoothly	and	five	days	later	Lefort	was	in	Moscow.		

After	wintering	in	the	Russian	capital,	the	Contest	52MC	was	a	
great	hit	at	the	Moscow	Boat	Show	2014	in	March.	The	Russian	
yachting	community	was	highly	impressed	with	this	new	
motoryacht	and	Lefort	took	many	potential	buyers,	journalists	
and	prominent	members	of	the	yachting	industry	out	for	trials.	

After	a	beautiful	summer	on	the	lakes	near	Moscow,	the	owner	
decided	it	was	time	to	explore	the	rest	of	Europe.

В РОССИЮ С ЛЮБОВЬЮ

После спуска на воду и крещения летом 2013 

года, яхта 52MC Lefort отправилась в свое 

первое путешествие…В Россию!

Первой точкой стала Финская Котка, куда 

яхта была доставлена паромом компании 

Sevenstar Transport. Правда там она пробыла 

не долго! Буквально на следующий день 

после разгрузки 52MC вышла в Балтийское 

море и  взяла курс на Санкт-Петербург. 

Российская северная столица приняла 

голландскую новинку с распростертыми 

объятьями. Эта лодка буквально создана 

для города на Неве! Высокая стабильность, 

небольшая высота надстройки при 

необыкновенно малой для этого класса 

судов осадке сочетается с  большой 

площадью палубного пространства и 

внутренних отсеков.. 52MC хорошо показала 

себя как в узких каналах Санкт-Петербурга, 

так и на просторах огромных российских 

озер- Ладожского и Онежского. Первое, к 

слову, самое большое озеро в Европе!

Завершив презентационные мероприятия 

в Санкт-Петербурге, команда Contest Yachts 

Russia отправилась в Москву. Путь по 

внутренним водам оказался не так прост, 

как может показаться на первый взгляд.

18 больших шлюзов (высота подъема 

около 15 метров на каждом), отсутствие 

оборудованных мест стоянок и заправочных 

станций осложняло передвижение, но 

благодаря топливной экономичности яхты и 

сплоченности экипажа все проблемы были 

успешно преодолены. Путь до Москвы занял 

5 дней. 

После зимовки в Столице Contest 52MC 

вызвала фурор на Moscow Boat Show 2014. 

Российская яхтенная общественность 

замечательно приняла новинку. 

Проведя множество тестовых выходов 

с потенциальными покупателями, 

журналистами и видными деятелями 

яхтенной индустрии, яхта отправилась в 

обратный путь, что бы продолжить свой тур 

по средиземноморским регионам Европы!
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Our agent in China

It	is	our	pleasure	to	introduce	to	you	
our	new	agent	in	China,	Panyachts.	
The	company	was	established	in	2007	
and	owned	two	small	shipyards	
producing	Nordic	Star	and	Watermark	
ribs	for	the	Chinese	market.	Four	years	
later	Panyachts	started	to	expand	its	
business	model	as	it	became	a	
distributor	for	various	European	and	
American	brands.		

This	proved	a	very	prescient	move	as	
the	company	developed	a	unique	and	
uniquely	successful	way	of	marketing,	
combined	with	a	rich	understanding	
of	the	Chinese	market.	At	Contest	we	
have	been	very	impressed	with	the	
passionate	sales	and	after-sales	team	
at	Panyachts	as	well	as	the	firm’s	long-
term	commitment	to	the	boating	
industry.	We	are	pleased	to	recom-
mend	Panyachts	to	owners	and	clients	
as	the	Contest	Yachts	agent	in	China.

我们在中国的代理商

我们很荣幸地向您介绍我们中国的新
代理商-泛兴游艇。
泛兴游艇成立于2007年，拥有两个小船
厂，为中国市场生产北欧之星游艇和水
标高速快艇。
四年之后开始转型做欧美知名品游艇
的经销商。

此转型是一个非常有先见之明的举动。
泛兴游艇对中国市场的深入了解 ，充分
利用自己独特的成功营销方式。泛兴游
艇充满激情的销售及售后团队，及长期
致力于游艇行业一直给我们-Contest 
游艇留下深刻的印象。

我们很高兴把泛兴游艇作为Contest 
游艇的中国代理商推荐给船东和客户。
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CONTEST	YACHTS
Overleek	5	
1671	GD	Medemblik,	the	Netherlands
tel	 +31	(0)227	543	644	
fax	 +31	(0)227	543	648
info@contestyachts.com
www.contestyachts.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	UK
Charles	Watson	Marine	Ltd/Berthon	UK
Charles	E	M	Watson	
The	Shipyard
Bath	Road
Lymington
Hampshire	SO41	3YL,	UK
tel										+44	(0)1590	647	422	
mobile		+44	(0)7801	705	078
info@charles-watson.com
	www.charles-watson.com
	
CONTEST	YACHTS	ZEELAND
For	Sail	Yachting
Marina	Port	Zélande
Jan-Ward	&	Rens	van	Dantzig
Kabbelaarsbank	steiger	K1
3253	ME	Ouddorp,	the	Netherlands
tel										+31	(0)111	676204
mobile		+31	(0)653	566	365
mobile		+31	(0)651	420	656	
janward@contestyachtszeeland.nl
www.contestyachtszeeland.nl

CONTEST	YACHTS	SPAIN
Fine	Yachts	AG
Jardines	de	San	Telmo
Real	Club	Nautico	
07012	Palma	de	Mallorca,	Spain
tel										+34	(0)971	910	191
mobile		+34	(0)661	275	970
sailmail@fine-yachts.com
www.CONTEST-SPAIN.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	FRANCE
Firros	Yachts	International	
Werner	Firros
Serge	Bareille
21	quai	Saint-Pierre
06400	Cannes,	France
tel										+33	(0)493	942	007
mobile		+33	(0)664	617	252
info@firros-yachts.com
www.firros-yachts.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	DENMARK	
DBC	Marine
Sven	Petersen
P.O.	Box	71,	Skovshoved	Havn	18
DK-2920	Charlottenlund,	Denmark
tel										+45	(0)39	630	800
mobile		+45	(0)40	139	542
dbc@dbcmarine.dk	
www.dbcmarine.dk	

CONTEST	YACHTS	TURKEY
HNF	Yachting	 	 	 	
Ahmet	Hanif
Kuloglu	Mh.	Gazeteci	Erol	Dernek	Sk.
No:11	Hanif	Han	D:7	
34433	Beyo	̆  glu	Istanbul,	Turkey
tel										+90	212	251	8359
ahmet@hnfyachting.com
www.hnfyachting.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	AUSTRIA
Master	Yachting	GmbH	
Franz	Schillinger
Landstrasser	Hauptstraße	60/14
1030	Wien,	Austria
tel:	+43	(0)1	81	444
sales@masteryachting.com
www.masteryachting.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	MONTENEGRO
Avel	Yachting
Marjan	Dimitrijevic
Obala	Pine	bb	-	PS45
85320	Tivat,	Montenegro
tel										+382	32	672	703
marjan@avel-yachting.com
www.avel-yachting.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	CANADA
Yacht	Sales	West
Leonard	Baronit
1826	Mast	Tower	Road
Vancouver,	Canada
tel										+1	604	488	1202
len@yachtsaleswest.com	
www.yachtsaleswest.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	USA
Berthon	USA
Alan	Baines	&	Jennifer	Stewart
40	Mary	Street
Newport
RI	02840,	USA
tel										+1	401	846	8404	alan.baines@
berthonusa.com		jennifer.stewart@
berthonusa.com
www.berthonusa.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	RUSSIA
Larus	Yachts
Office	St.	Petersburg
Lyubov	A.	Rtishcheva
Central	Yacht	Club
Petrovskaya	kosa,	9,	office	19
197110	St.	Petersburg,	Russia
tel										+7	812	930	7824
mobile		+7	812	947	9333
info@larus-yachts.com
www.larus-yachts.com

CONTEST	MOTORYACHTS	RUSSIA
Larus	Yachts
Office	Moscow
Vladimir	Butuzov
Royal	Yacht	Club
Leningradskoe	highway,	bld.	39/6
125212	Moscow,	Russia
tel										+7	495	790	7764
info@larus-yachts.com
www.larus-yachts.com

CONTEST	YACHTS	CHINA
Panyachts	International	ltd
Rm	1201	2281	Zhongshan	Road	
Xuhui	district		Shanghai	200235
China
tel										+86		731	8255	2026
www.panyachts.com
pan@panyachts.com

Contest agents



34

The sun shines 
on the Sevenstar 
Contest Cup

If you live in Europe or have sailed here 
this summer, you will know that it’s been 
a great one weather-wise. And the sun 
continued to shine, literately and 
metaphorically, on this year’s Sevenstar 
Contest Cup. The result was a weekend 
of fun and games in and around the 
water which will live long in the memory 
of the Contest owners who attended. 
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Medemblik,	the	home	port	of	Contest	
Yachts,	has	a	distinctive	charm	at	all	
times	of	the	year	and	in	all	weathers	
(OK,	with	the	possible	exception	of	a	
rainy	Monday	morning	in	February).	
But	when	the	sun	is	shining	and	
sailors	from	around	the	world	come	
together,	Medemblik	can	be	a	truly	
magical	place.	And	the	eleventh	
Sevenstar	Contest	Cup	certainly	
passed	muster	as	one	of	the	best	to	
date	in	this	and	several	other	respects.	

The	weather	was	beautiful	for	the	
entire	weekend	as	we	welcomed	our	
guests	and	their	Contests	from	near	
and	far.	As	always,	the	race	days	
managed	to	combine	some	keen	
competition	with	some	more	leisurely	
sailing,	and	congratulations	are	due	

to	the	owners	of	Paperino	and		
Stella Maris	who	safely	guided		their	
yachts	first	part	the	winning	line	in	
their	class	and	event.

A	Contest	Cup	weekend	is	also	about	
socialising	and	a	really	good	time	was	
had	on	Saturday	afternoon	as	we	
supped	Dutch	beer	and	shared	out	the	
local	sausages.	Saturday	evening	saw	
a	lovely	dinner	held	on	the	quayside	
terrace	in	front	of	Café	Brakeboer,	
where	the	long	tables	were	loaded	
with	a	delicious	three-course	dinner	
washed	down	with	some	fine	wines.	
The	party	continued	late	into	the	
night	as	we	danced	to	a	cool	band	
called	the	Surphonics	and	chatted	
about	the	day.	This	is	the	life…	
This	is	Life.	Style.	Sailing!	
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Sevenstar	Contest	Cup	2014	
Winners	< 40 feet
1st Prize Paperino, Contest	35s
2nd Prize Relexelle, Contest	34
3rd Prize Dione, Contest	35

Sevenstar	Contest	Cup	2014	
Winners	> 40 feet
1st Prize Stella Maris, Contest	42CS
2nd Prize Ernesto, Contest	42CS
3rd Prize Njord, Contest	43

Sevenstar	Contest	Cup	is	sponsored	by

The	next	Sevenstar	
Contest	Cup	will	take	place	
on	5,	6	&	7	June	2015.		
We	would	love	to	welcome	
you	to	Medemblik	for	this	
event.	Please	contact	
Saskia	Kersten	at		
info@contestyachts.com		
to	reserve	your	place.
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The 10th Contest  
Meeting: Mallorca, 2014

There could be no better backdrop for the Contest Meeting 
Mallorca than the wonderful setting of the bay of Palma.   
The tenth edition of this event saw a fleet of seven Contest 
Yachts come to enjoy the lovely weather, fine winds,   
great racing and fun evenings.

The	Contest	Meeting	Mallorca,	
organised	by	our	Spanish	agents	Fine	
Yachts,	took	place	in	the	bay	of	Palma	
in	mid-June.	Entries	for	the	event	
ranged	from	the	Contest	33	to	the	
Contest	55CS.	All	were	berthed	at	the	
delightful	Real	Club	Náutico	Palma,	
which	has	stunning	facilities	and	
views	across	the	city.

Four	sponsors	were	involved	in	the	
event,	and	each	made	a	very	valuable	
contribution.	Our	most	sincere	thanks	
go	out	to	Premier	FX	money	exchange,	
Mata	Carbon	Gangways,	Mallorca	
Sunshine	Radio	and	Pantaenius	Yacht	
Insurance.	

Welcomed in style
The	event	kicked	off	with	welcome	
drinks	on	a	warm	and	sunny	Thursday	
evening.	Hosted	on	the	terrace	of	the	
Real	Club	Náutico ś	newly	refurbished	
restaurant,	the	evening	included	the	
captain’s	briefing	and	distribution	of	
the	welcome	packs,	t-shirts	and	caps.	
Delicious	Mallorcan	wine	helped	get	
everyone	in	the	perfect	mood.	

Day	one	began	with	a	relaxing	
breakfast	on	the	terrace	of	the	Real	
Club	Náutico.	Next,	it	was	time	to	
leave	the	dock	to	head	out	into	the	
bay	of	Palma	for	a	great	day	of	racing.		

The	first	race	saw	a	clear	start	across	
the	line,	with	a	nice	reliable	sea	breeze	
providing	a	pleasant	15	knots	of	wind.	
The	Contest	55CS	Amati	was	first	to	the	
windward	mark,	and	dominated	the	
rest	of	the	race,	ultimately	taking	first	
place.	The	Contest	48CS	Shirley May	
was	second,	on	corrected	time,	and	the	
baby	of	the	fleet	(built	in	1976),	the	
Contest	33	Karrina,	came	in	third.

Sunset in Palma
Anima	Beach,	overlooking	the	bay	of	
Palma,	was	the	venue	for	the	first	
evening	of	good	food	and	wine,	and	a	
beautiful	Mediterranean	sunset.		
The	evening	was	especially	pleasant	
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for	the	Dutch	crews	from	Amati,		
Anna	and	Mestralero Dos,	and	Annick	
from	Contest	Yachts,	who	were	
thrilled	to	be	able	to	watch	their	
national	team	beat	the	Spanish	in	
	the	World	Cup	football	match.	

Suitably	warmed	up	after	the	
evening ś	entertainment,	the	crews	
awoke	to	another	fine	buffet	break-
fast	and	then	it	was	back	on	the	water	
for	day	two.	The	famous	Palma	sea	
breeze	once	again	provided	a	good	12	
knots	at	the	start	of	the	race,	and	the	
fleet	was	split	into	a	group	of	four	to	
the	left	and	three	to	the	right.	
Heading	to	the	first	mark,	Amati	was	

closely	followed	by	Kate,	with	Shirley 
May	close	behind.	Anna	and	Ocean 
Spirit	were	deploying	considerable	
speed	as	well,	but	no	one	could	outrace	
Amati,	who	once	again	took	the	lead.	
On	corrected	time,	Shirley May	took	
second	place	and	Karrina	third.	

The	prize-giving	ceremony	and	dinner	
took	place	in	the	Real	Club	Náutico ś	
stylish	restaurant,	which	served	a	
sumptuous	meal	and	delectable	wine.	
With	the	sun	setting	over	Palma,	it	
was	time	to	relax,	enjoy	the	good	
food,	and	catch	up	with	friends	to	
chat	about	the	weekend ś	events.	

Final	results	for	the	regatta	were:
1st	 Prize Amati,	Contest	55CS
2nd		Prize Karrina,	Contest	33
3rd  Prize Shirley May,	Contest	48CS
4th		Prize Ocean Spirit,	Contest	48CS
5th		Prize Anna,	Contest	50CS
6th		Prize Mestralero Dos,	Contest	48CS
7th		Prize Kate,	Contest	45CS

The	next	Contest	Meeting	Mallorca	
will	take	place	on	11,	12	&	13	June	2015.	
We	would	love	to	welcome	you	to	
sunny	Palma	for	this	event.		
Please	contact	Myriam	Wurm	at	
myriamw@fine-yachts.com		
to	reserve	your	place.	

	

Good organisation, 
great weather and 
nice location at the 
RCNP-Yacht Club!
R. Bos, S/Y Amati

We enjoyed the days 
very much! Once 
again, congratulations 
to the Fine Yachts 
team for organising 
this lovely event!
S/Y Kate
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Jan Robyns has had contact with all 
three arms  of the Contest Group in the 
past year.  He bought a Contest 50CS 
from Contest Brokerage, had her 
upgraded to his specs at Medemblik 
Yacht Service and recently enjoyed a tour 
of the yard to see how his yacht was 
built. After sailing Atlas Shrugged back to 
Medemblik for the winter after an epic 
season of sailing, we caught up with Jan 
and asked him to share his thoughts.
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The Contest Experience

How did you come to buy a 
Contest yacht? 
Starting	in	early	2012	I	looked	at	all	
different	kinds	of	sailing	yachts	over		
an	eighteen-month	period,	including	
Hallberg-Rassey,	Oyster	and	Contest.	
Size,	too,	was	up	for	grabs	for	a	while,	
ranging	between	50	and	60	feet.	
Ultimately,	however,	I	was	impressed	
with	how	the	Contests	offered	an	ideal	
combination	of	a	cruising	yacht	and	a	
boat	that	can	put	on	a	good	turn	of	
speed	when	required.	
During	this	period	I	moved	to	Guernsey	

and	read	that	a	German	gentleman	
was	offering	his	virtually	brand-new	
Contest	50CS	via	Contest	Brokerage.	
She	only	had	250	engine	hours	and	
1,650	nm	on	the	clock,	having	been	
trucked	back	and	forth	from	Holland		
to	Genoa	for	the	occasion	he	had	time	
to	sail	her.	

How did you find the service at 
Contest Brokerage? 
I	came	to	visit	the	yacht	in	Medemblik	
and	found	it	a	fine	experience,	typical	
of	the	Dutch.	I	like	the	way	there	is	no	

pressure	to	buy,	which	is	not	always	
the	case	elsewhere	with	independent	
brokers.	The	guys	at	Contest	Brokerage	
gave	me	the	options	and	let	me	
consider	as	long	as	I	liked	how	to	
proceed,	which	is	a	comfortable	
feeling.	In	fact,	it	was	great	find	the	
right	boat	at	the	right	time	and	at	the	
right	price.

I	took	possession	of	my	Contest	50CS	
at	the	end	of	September	2013	and	
named	her	Atlas Shrugged	after	the	
1957	novel	by	Ayn	Rand,	which	she	
considered	to	be	her	magnum	opus	
and	I	count	among	my	favourite	books.	
Once	I’d	signed	on	the	dotted	line		
I	decided	to	have	various	changes	
made	to	the	boat	at	Medemblik	Yacht	
Service.	In	essence	I	was	customising	
the	yacht	to	the	way	I	like	to	cruise	and	
live,	which	is	always	a	good	thing	
when	you	intend	to	spend	six	months	
onboard	in	the	following	summer.		

How did you adapt Atlas Shrugged, 
did the team at MYS meet your 
expectations?
These	included	having	a	generator	
installed,	fitting	a	davit	to	the	stern,	
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adding	an	inner	forestay	for	rough	
conditions,	work	on	the	cockpit	and	
the	installation	of	3G	and	4G	internet	
as	I	often	work	onboard.	Technology	is	
increasing	quickly	and	it’s	quite	
amazing	what	you	can	do	even	15	miles	
offshore,	which	is	essential	for	me	as	
I’m	an	online	trader.	

Everything	was	indeed	completed	to	
my	satisfaction.	MYS	also	provided	a	
great	service	later	when	we	had	a	
minor	accident	in	the	port	of	Ramsgate	
that	damaged	the	jibe…	I	emailed	a	few	
photos	to	MYS	and	by	the	time	we	
reached	Dover	36	hours	later,	the	spare	
parts	we	needed	to	repair	the	yacht	

had	already	been	couriered	from	the	
Netherlands	and	were	waiting	for	us.	
It’s	comforting	to	know	that	someone	
has	your	back	in	this	way.		

Tell us a little more about your 
adventures during this first 
summer season. 
First	I	took	Atlas Shrugged	from	
Medemblik	to	show	her	off	in	my	
home	port	of	Guernsey.	Nine	days	later	
we	were	off	to	Bayona	(Spain)	and	she	
was	soon	being	put	to	the	test,	with	
winds	of	35	to	40	knots	for	24	hours,	
and	gusts	up	to	44	knots.	Near	Genoa	
we	met	a	school	of	30	dolphins	who	
tracked	us	for	the	next	24	hours.	

At	640	nm	this	trip	was	the	longest	
passage	I	made	and	the	first	Biscay	
crossing	for	me,	but	I	had	the	
experienced	Guernseyman	Andre	Swift	
at	my	side	who	has	done	this	route	
100+	times!

The	next	few	days	we	enjoyed	cruising	
around	the	Spanish	Atlantic	Rias	such	
as	Vigo,	Portonovo,	Vilagarcia,	
Escarabote,	Pobra	do	Caminal	and	
Murros	before	moving	on	to	Gijon	and	
Brest,	a	trip	that	saw	us	tacking	against	
northerlies	for	three	days.	The	return	
to	Guernsey	via	L'Aberwach	&	Roscoff	
took	seven	days	and	was	my	first	solo	
trip	on	Atlas Shrugged.	Everything	
went	very	smoothly:	I	even	found	time	
to	watch	Holland	play	in	the	World	Cup	
on	satellite	TV	whilst	out	at	sea	-	and	
they	won!

The	remainder	of	the	summer	I	spent	
cruising	the	Channel	Islands,	which	are	
simply	stunning.	We	then	headed	up	to	
London	where	I	met	Madeline	Arnold	
who	was	joining	me	on	the	trip	via	
Vlissingen	to	Medemblik.	She	may	be	
one	of	the	youngest	yachtmasters	in	
the	UK	but	she	has	a	wise	head	on	her	
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Madeleine	who	realised	just	30	nm	
from	the	'Roompotsluizen'	(our	
planned	destination)	that	my	mast		
was	too	high	to	fit	under	the	bridge	
there.	Yes,	Madeleine	saved	the	mast!	

In	early	November	we	reached	
Medemblik	having	sailed	just	under	
2,600	nm.	The	mast	is	now	safely		
stored	at	MYS	and	Atlas Shrugged	is	in	
hibernation	until	April	2015	when	we	
plan	to	start	a	season-long	exploration	
of	Norway	and	the	Baltic	region.

How have you found the yacht 
during the various trips and 
conditions? 
I	am	very	happy	with	the	sailing	
performance.	When	we	hit	difficult	
conditions,	as	for	example	on	the	
North	West	tip	of	Spain,	I	always	felt	
safe	and	comfortable	-	as	you	would	
expect	from	a	Contest.	Mentioning	no	
names,	I	was	certainly	very	glad	not	to	
be	in	a	lower	quality	boat	when	it	got	
really	rough.	

In	addition	to	the	good	contacts	with	
MYS	and	Contest	Brokerage,	I’ve	been	

very	impressed	with	the	yard	in	
Medemblik,	where	I	was	given	a	
three-hour	tour	of	the	entire	
construction	process	(similar	to	what	
we	try	to	give	you	in	this	magazine,	see	
page	45).	It	was	an	amazing	experience	
to	see	how	a	Contest	yacht	develops	
from	the	first	mould	to	the	final	result.	
I	found	it	fascinating	to	watch	the	teak	
decks	being	placed	and	see	the	
exceptional	work	of	the	carpentry	
department.	The	craftsmanship	at	this	
yard	is	extraordinary.

My	Contest	50CS	is	a	yacht	with	
relatively	complex	hydraulics	and	
electronics,	but	everything	is	pretty	
intuitive	to	use.	What’s	more,	the	yard	

MEET MADELINE ARNOLD 

Having	passed	her	yachtmaster	course	at	the	age	of	18,	Madeline	Arnold	has	
already	done	three	trans-Atlantic	crossings,	including	her	very	first	delivery		
(she	turned	19	half	way	across	her	third!)	What	did	Madeline	make	of	the	
Contest	50CS?	“I	thought	she	was	amazing	and	was	surprised	at	how	sturdy		
she	felt:	she	was	very	much	a	sailing	boat	as	well	as	a	cruiser.			
We	were	averaging	eight	knots	and	you	couldn’t	even	feel	it	as	she	ploughed	
straight	through	choppy	waves.	The	yacht	is	adaptable	too	–	we	put	up	a	
staysail	to	make	a	cutter	rig	when	we	were	going	upwind	and	it	worked	
perfectly.	All	in	all	it	was	a	very	comfortable	ride	on	a	yacht	that	has	many		
great	features.	It	is	rare	to	go	onboard	a	boat	where	everything	is	so	easy	to		
find	and	the	layout	was	exceptionally	neat	and	user-friendly.	Atlas Shrugged  
is	very	well	equipped	–	including	with	hydraulic	furlers	–	and	easy	to	sail	
shorthanded.	She	would	make	it	very	easy	for	me	to	do	a	delivery!”

is	always	happy	to	answer	any	
questions	as	all	details	are	stored	in		
its	central	database.	They	know	exactly	
where	all	the	fuses	are	on	my	boat.	
Such	a	high	degree	of	service	and	
know-how	is	very	comforting	to	one	as	
a	boat	owner,	and	something	you	don’t	
get	if	you	buy	a	normal	pre-owned	
boat	or	even	a	new	yacht	from	many	
yards.	This	may	not	have	been	a	
priority	for	me	during	the	purchasing	
process	but	in	hindsight	it	has	proven	
invaluable.

www.contestbrokerage.nl
www.mys.nl
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Meet Jim Smeelen

I’ve	been	sailing	since	I	was	very	
young:	my	grandparents	had	a	
weekend	home	on	a	small	lake,	and	
my	parents	bought	me	an	Optimist	
when	I	was	just	five	years	old.	I	was	a	
sailing	instructor	for	some	time,	as	
well	as	a	trainer	of	instructors,	and	
I	used	to	race	yachts	as	well.

I	studied	naval	architecture	and	always	
wanted	to	work	in	yachtbuilding.	
During	my	studies,	starting	in	2004,	
I	carried	out	several	internships	at	
Contest	–	I	worked	there	during	the	
summers,	writing	owners’	manuals	
and	working	on	the	technical	construc-

tion	files.	My	graduation	project	in	
2008	was	a	preliminary	study	of	the	
design	of	the	Contest	72CS.	After	my	
studies	I	initially	worked	for	a	yacht-	
broker	for	a	while,	before	the	yard	
asked	me	to	return	–	and	I’ve	been	
working	for	Contest	ever	since.

As good as they seem
In	the	early	years	I	was	involved	in	
construction	and	the	area	of	certifica-
tion.	Now,	as	operations	manager,	I’m	
involved	with	planning	and	related	
issues.	I	ensure	that	everyone	has	the	
right	materials	and	information,	and	
that	communication	between	the	

departments	proceeds	smoothly.		
This	has	given	me	a	good	overview		
of	the	whole	yard	and	the	impressive	
quality	we	deliver.

Contest	products	are	definitely	as	good	
as	they	seem.	Every	detail	is	meticu-
lously	thought	through	and	all	possible	
consequences	analysed,	with	nothing	
left	to	chance.	If	the	guys	from	the	
workshop	have	any	doubts,	they	go		
to	the	engineering	department	for	
consultation.	There	is	a	constant	
striving	for	improvement,	and	
excellent	cooperation	between	Sales,	
Engineering	and	the	workshop	floor.	

This	is	a	big	part	of	the	reason	why	
I	love	working	here:	we’re	passionate	
about	building	the	coolest	yachts	
around.	It’s	a	no-brainer,	really:	who	
wouldn’t	want	their	job	to	revolve	
around	something	so	beautiful,	
elegant	and	well-designed?

Passionate about boating from 
early childhood, Jim Smeelen has 
been working at Contest, or in 
related companies, throughout  
his career. Recently appointed 
operations manager, his love for 
yachts and eye for quality is 
stronger than ever.
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The Contest Yard
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A journey of  
innovation

The history of Contest Yachts is the history of three generations of the same 
boatbuilding family…. And the wonderful journey of adventure and innovation 
they have shared with owners from around the world. Now well into its second 
half-century, Contest Yachts continues to set new standards in terms of design 
excellence, build quality and superior seamanship. With a larger range than  
ever and the branching out into motoryachts, this is a journey that still has a  
long way to go. 

Contest Yachts was founded in 1959  
by Ed Conijn, who saw a clear market 
niche in the Netherlands for building 
first class boats from the latest 
generation of polyester materials.  

The first product was an open 
two-man leeboard boat called the 
Flying Dutchman, an instant success 
that served as the basis for the racing 
class of the same name. Over 600 
examples of this enormously popular 
yacht were eventually built, giving 
an incredible foundation to 
Contest Yachts.

Brain waves
Ed Conijn’s next brainwave was to 
respond to demands for a fast cockpit 
sailboat. The first Contest 25 ushered  
in an era of series builds in Holland. 
Other new designs such as the Contest 
27, 29 and 31 HT were unveiled during 
the 1960s and 70s as the yard became 
known well beyond the Dutch borders. 
Under the guidance of Ed’s son,  
Fritz Conijn, Contest grew into a yacht 
builder of global stature. Key highlights 
include the first yacht without an aft 
deck area, the Contest 33, which also 
broke new ground by replacing the 

helm with a steering wheel. Then there 
was the Dick Zaal-designed Contest 
31HT, over 250 of which were sold.

Partner ships
After the victory of Australia in the 
1983 America’s Cup, Piet van Oosanen, 
designer of her winged keel, worked 
closely with Contest to enhance keel 
configurations and hydrodynamics.  
As the emphasis shifted from series 
builds to semi-custom yachts in the 
1980s, Contest called in designers 
such as Georg Nissen and Doug 
Peterson. Smart teamwork has 
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continued to be a hallmark of the 
Contest success story ever since as we 
work with many leading suppliers and 
create a range of exceptional interiors 
with Wetzels Brown Partners.  

Creative evolution
The turn of the millennium saw the 
third generation of the family take the 
wheel when Arjen Conijn succeeded 
his father. Arjen further increased the 
emphasis on performance and design, 
giving the range a comprehensive 
makeover. An evolution rather than a 
revolution, this process was coupled 

with a string of new models that 
increased the options for those who 
recognise the value of Contest quality. 
These included the largest Contest to 
date, the 72CS, and a brand-new 42’ 
family performance cruiser. 

The yard also built its first ever Contest 
motoryacht, which is now available  
in four versions. And in the most  
recent development, an exciting new 
partnership with judel/vrolijk & co  
is opening up a new era of design.  
The first fruit of this cooperation will 
be the new Contest 67CS, once again 

raising the bar for semi-custom 
performance cruisers as the  
Contest yard continues to make 
yachting history.

Life. Style. Sailing.
As the fleet has grown so too has the 
number of Contest owners. The social 
gatherings at events like the Contest 
Cup and Mediterranean Contest 
Meeting encapsulate our motto of  
Life. Style. Sailing. as we continue to 
build yachts that are cherished by 
sailors of all ages and all nationalities. 
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Constructing a Contest 
Contest Yachts has been building its boats entirely in-house for three generations, while constantly 
keeping up with the times and leading the way in innovation and improvements. What sets our yard 
apart from others? How does our building process work? Why do we partner with specific suppliers? 
Read the answers and more below. 
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PHASE 1 - PREPARATION & 
ENGINEERING

The design
Prior to any construction getting 
underway, we first embark on an 
intensive trajectory that involves all  
of the specialists at our yard. Starting 
point is the basic designs realised in 
cooperation with naval architects 
Georg Nissen and judel/vrolijk & co.. 
These designs are always based on our 
own ideas, the suggestions and 
wishes of our clients, the latest 
technical developments in the market, 
and recommendations from suppliers. 
All this knowledge is synthesised to 
develop a design we deem ‘Contest 
worthy’. 

While design has become increasingly 
important, especially over the last 
couple of years, our main focus 
remains the seaworthiness and 
comfort of Contest yachts and 
achieving the best possible 
performance. As you can imagine, 
finding the right balance between all 
these aspects requires a great deal of 
discussion and detailed calculations. 
Ultimately, however, nothing is better 
than jointly realising a design that 
meets all our expectations. 

Preparing the build
Within the template of the basic 
design in which the hull shape and 
main partitions are determined there 
is still sufficient flexibility to meet  
the individual wishes of our clients.  
After a complete inventory has been 
made, the interior and technology 
determined and all calculations 
completed, our engineers further 
develop the drawings in 2D and, 
where necessary, in 3D. This ensures 
the meticulous preparation of all 
phases of the building process and  
the thousands of parts required from 
the CNC milling machines. The 
preparation phase underlines an 
essential factor in every part of the 
construction process at Contest 
Yachts: Check, check, and then check 
again! Only after the preparations are 
complete will the actual construction 
commence.

PHASE 2 – THE FOUNDATION: 
COMPOSITE

Lloyd’s Register approved
An ingenious vacuum injection 
method is used for the composite 
parts of yacht elements such as the 
hull, deck, main bulkheads, bracket 
frames and superstructure we use. 

Contest Yachts is an absolute 
innovator in this method having 
developed the technology in 
cooperation with renowned research 
institute TNO back in 1995. Since then 
it has been used in the construction  
of all Contest yachts. And while other 
yachtbuilders have now started  
using vacuum injection, the ongoing 
innovation of materials and 
technologies have kept us way  
ahead of the field. 

Crucially, Contest Yachts is also one of 
the few semi-custom yachtbuilders in 
the world to apply the entire process 
in accordance with the strict 
regulations of the international 
Lloyd’s Register. You can rest assured 
that the construction of all crucial 
foundations such as the hull, keel and 
rudder are constantly checked by us at 
the yard and by an independent 
specialist. In fact, Lloyd’s approval is a 
major quality stamp in its own right. 

>Read more on page 60
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MOULDCAM: EXCEEDING 
EXPECTATIONS!
MouldCAM is a leading specialist in 
the manufacturing of plugs (models) 
and direct moulds for yacht designers, 
yacht builders and naval architects. 
We also work for construction 
consultants, architects and supply 
sectors such as the windmill industry 
and the building industry. Whenever 
ultra-high quality is required, 
mouldCAM is part of the picture.

We use the most advanced computer- 
operated and three-dimensional 

milling techniques, plus a 26-metre 
double portal milling machine  
that makes us literally as well as 
metaphorically the largest specialist 
in the Netherlands.

We are proud to cooperate with 
Contest Yachts as the yard pursues 
new and pioneering ways to create 
high-end moulds and products.

MouldCAM, 
The Netherlands,  
Minerva 42, 8448 CS Heerenveen 
tel +31 (0)513 656 400 
Australia, Brisbane
tel  +61 (0)7 3666 0007
North America, Rhode Island
tel  +1 401 3965 522
UK, Poole
tel  +44 (0)1202 620 078
www.mouldCAM.com
Contact person: Freek Roorda  
and Nico Bijlsma
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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS
Contest yachts are known for their 
build quality and excellent sailing 
performance. This can only be 
achieved if the construction is strong, 
stiff and lightweight. Solico uses the 
most advanced software techniques 
to design the yacht and achieve these 
properties. 

A Finite Element Model (FEM) is  
made of the high loaded sections of 
the ship. This structure is exposed  
to major loads such as slamming, 
excessive heeling up to 90 degrees 
and green water on deck.  
By calculating the FEM model with 
these loads a strong but lightweight 
ship construction is designed.

State-of-the-art composite material 
properties are used in the model.  
To validate the material properties, 
samples are tested in a nearby facility. 
Solico designs each Contest yacht 
according to the structural require-
ments of Lloyds Register of Shipping, 
which checks that all FEM calculations 
meet their strict requirements. 

Solico has over 20 years of experience 
in designing ship structures for 
numerous clients including the Royal 
Dutch Navy and various superyacht 
builders. This experience and the use 
of our modern calculation techniques 
results in a sound ship and serves as 
the basis of the ongoing innovation  
of Contest ship structures.

Solico BV
Everdenberg 5A
4902 TT Oosterhout
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)162 462 280
composites@solico.nl
www.solico.nl
Contact person: Hans Muller
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FABRICS AND FIBRES
Advanced Plastics Benelux is market 
leader in the distribution of raw 
materials for the composite industry. 
For Contest Yachts we mainly supply 
glass fibre materials such as chopped 
strand mats, woven and multiaxial 
fabrics. 

One of the main products is Saertex 
fabrics. These are distinguished by 
their stretched fibres inside the 
individual layers, which optimally 
absorb mechanical forces such as 
pressure and tension. The fabrics are 
available as unidirectional, 
bidirectional and multiaxial stitch 

bonded constructions. Depending on 
the fibre type, surface load and layer 
combination, various mechanical 
resistances can be produced.

Advanced Plastics delivers these 
fabrics to Contest Yachts with a Saerfix 
UP. These fabrics are self-adherent.  
The adhesive material in the Saerfix 
UP product line is chemically 
incorporated in the matrix during the 
course of curing, which ensures that 
the fibres in the fabric remain in place. 
Once applied, the fabric will neither 
slip nor bulge; it remains in the desired 
position.

Advanced Plastics Benelux BV
Jupiterweg 41a
3893 GC Zeewolde
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)365 309 060
fax +31 (0)365 309 040
info@advancedplastics.nl 
www.advancedplastics.nl
Contact person: Gertjan Switsar
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EURORESINS: SUSTAINABLE 
COMPOSITE SOLUTIONS
The selection of high quality raw 
materials for the production of Contest 
Yachts is a rigorous process that takes 
place between the yard and its 
partners. Innovation and sustainability 
are the key drivers. Euroresins, one of 
the leading distributors in composite 
materials used in the marine sector, 
has been a reliable partner for years. 
Euroresins is part of Royal DSM, a 
global high-tech company active in 
health, nutrition and materials.

Euroresins' premium suppliers include 
DSM Composite Resins, BÜFA 
Composite Systems and Akzo Nobel 
Polymer Chemicals, underlining the 
continued importance of research and 
development in this partnership. It is 

essential to keep up with the latest 
technological developments and to 
track the evolution of European 
legislation on health, safety and the 
environment. This safeguards benefits 
such as reductions in emission levels, 
innovative products and optimised 
process technologies. 

The right high-quality resins and 
injection technology for Contest yachts 
are selected in close cooperation with 
DSM Composite Resins. BÜFA 
Composite Systems plays an important 
role in the manufacturing and 
development of protective layers, such 
as NPG Marine gel coats and anti-
osmosis barrier coats for the hull. 
Finally, an optimal curing of the 
composite laminates, gel & topcoats 
and bonding pastes are ensured by the 

dedicated Akzo Nobel curing agents 
for the marine industry. These are the 
foundations of the quality which sets a 
Contest yacht apart in its market.

Euroresins Benelux B.V.
Meemortel 47b
6021 AD Budel
The Netherlands
Tel +31 (0)495 584 910
Fax +31 (0)495 584 920
info@euroresins.com
www.euroresins.com
Contact person: Peter Heins
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COATINGS THAT LAST
The saltwater environment is harsh. 
German paint pioneer Mankiewicz 
meets the marine environment head 
on with ALEXSEAL® Yacht Coatings. 
Backed by a century of coatings 
innovations from Mankiewicz that 
have protected machinery from 
continuous heat and friction, 
automobiles from scorching UV rays 
and airliners from dramatic pressure 
and temperature changes, the 
ALEXSEAL® Yacht Coatings’ product 
line provides luxurious and durable 
yacht finishes for a demanding and 
changing global market.

The continued world-wide expansion 
of the ALEXSEAL brand in Europe and 

a raft of fresh ideas have led Contest 
Yachts and ALEXSEAL to work 
together to provide their customers 
with a durable, innovative and a  
high quality product. With hands-on 
expert training by ALEXSEAL's 
technical team, considerable success 
has already been achieved with 
several Contest projects. With its 
dedication to excellence in high 
quality standard and service,  
Contest Yachts is an ideal match  
for ALEXSEAL®. 

The high standards of the European 
marine industry will be met and 
exceeded by ALEXSEAL thanks to  
the distribution channels, technical 
knowledge and skilled support in  

the application process that  
partners like Contest Yachts bring  
to the marketplace. 

ALEXSEAL® Yacht Coatings
Mankiewicz Gebr. & Co.
Georg-Wilhelm-Straße 189
21107 Hamburg
Germany
tel +49 (0)40 751 030
fax +49 (0)40 751 034 94
M +31 (0)6 103 802 46
marcel@alexseal.com
www.alexseal.com
Contact person: Marcel Voskamp
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Vacuum injection method
The vacuum injection method involves 
various layers of gel coats, anti-
osmosis coatings, fibres and core 
material (balsa or PVC foam) being 
placed in a mould and covered with 
foil. A vacuum is then formed in the 
space in between and injected with  
a vinylester resin. Benefits of the 
technology include creating a stronger 
material, saving weight, reducing the 
risk of osmosis, preventing styrene 
vapour emissions, ensuring an optimal 
bond between the various layers, and 
achieving an even and easily 
controllable glass-fibre layer 
throughout. For the dry fibres, Contest 
Yachts uses the custom-made biaxial, 
unidirectional E-glass cloth. Because 

these fibres have a sticky layer, they 
stay in place in the mould more easily. 
This intelligent solution also results in  
an even glass package and reduced 
resin use. 

Getting into shape
The infusion of the hull takes place in 
one resin shot, giving us a complete 
sealing of every piece of balsa. This 
approach has the advantage that 
should any damage occur to the boat 
water cannot penetrate and the 
surrounding area will maintain its 
structure. The connections with the 
hull are part of a grid system, which 
increases strength lengthwise and 
across the beam. The grid is also made 
from composite to ensure an optimal 

bond with the hull. Other benefits of 
include the fact that composite does 
not corrode, is lightweight and 
extremely stiff. 

Once the hull is complete, the 
bulkheads and grid are placed in 
exactly the right position in the hull. 
As the hull is still in the moulding, it is 
completely rigid and the shape will 
not be affected by transportation.

Keel construction
Another aspect that distinguishes 
Contest Yachts from many other yacht 
builders is the construction of the keel. 
The thickness of the keel box is fully 
compliant with Lloyd’s, and we take no 
risks regarding installation: The keel is 

>
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mounted through and fixed with a large 
number of bolts. Thick counter plates 
guide the high loads to the transverse 
and longitudinal stiffeners. A double 
pair of nuts is used to be absolutely 
certain that the keel stays in place.  

Teak deck
Once the construction of the hull is 
completed, the through-hull fittings 
and equipment such as the 
bowthruster are added. At the same 
time the crew is busy preparing the 
deck, which is made without any 
screws. The planks are glued into place 
under vacuum and the absence of any 
metal bolts makes maintenance far 
easier. By using 9-mil or 12-mil teak, 
water can never seep under the deck 

and the thick quality allows the deck to 
be sanded more often when necessary.

While the yacht gradually takes shape, 
the interior is developed in the 
carpentry shop elsewhere at the yard. 

PHASE 3: INTERIOR & SPRAYING

Checking the wood
Before the carpenters and furniture 
makers start their tasks, the wood is 
thoroughly checked for colour, 
structure and density. It is important to 
ensure there are no colour or grain 
differences between the same type of 
wood in the interior. Only the best 
wood with an FSC hallmark is selected. 
To maintain the wood in perfect 

condition, we ensure that the materials 
are stored and handled at the correct 
temperature and humidity levels. 

Unless the client requests otherwise, 
teak and oak are used for the interior. 
The wood, which largely determines 
the character of the interior, is glued  
to the best available core material.  
All the edges are finished with solid 
wood. The wooden plates are sprayed 
with varnish at various stages during 
the building process. In fact, every 
piece of wood onboard the yacht is 
sprayed at least eight times to create a 
beautiful smooth end result and 
provide excellent protection. 

 >Read more on page 68
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THE FINEST TEAK VENEER
Van Styn has supplied the teak 
veneered Okoume (Gaboon) plywood 
panels for Contest interiors for  
many years. 

Contest production manager Alfred 
de Bood explains: “We use Van Styn 
teak for all our yachts because of the 
company’s reliability, professional 
craftsmanship and creativity. First of 
all, the Okoume veneered panels all 
have exactly the same final thickness. 
This meticulous calibration allows us 
to constantly maintain precision 
sizing throughout the entire ship.” 

“Van Styn then pre-lacquers the 
panels in its own UV lacquering 
facilities, which is why the wood  
grain is filled up so nicely.  
In addition to ensuring immediate 
protection for the beautiful teak 
veneer, this also creates a luxurious 
ambiance and saves us work at  
the finishing stage. In addition  
Van Styn supplies A-grade veneer  
cut from one and the same log.” 

As well as veneered plywood,  
the company also supplies A-grade  
solid teak for inside trimmings  
and fittings. 

Van Styn Rijnwoude 
Belgielaan 5
Hazerswoude-Dorp
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)172 235 959
fax +31 (0)172 211 921
info@vanstyn.nl
www.vanstyn.nl 
Contact person: Johan van Tilburg  

Belgiëlaan 5
2391 PH Hazerswoude-Dorp
the Netherlands

T: +31 (0)172  23 59 59
F: +31 (0)172  21 19 21

E: info@vanstyn.nl
I: www.vanstyn.nl

D U R A B L E  Q U A L I T Y

SGS-COC-004828
The quality mark for sustainable forest management 
© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.

D U R A B L E  Q U A L I T Y
M A R I N E  P L Y W O O D  P A N E L S  &  S O L I D  W O O D

Builders of luxury sailing and motor yachts naturally work with only the best materials. 

For such builders, Van Styn produces high quality veneered plywood panels, using only the 

finest veneers and base panels. Besides plywood panels, we have the finest selection of 

FSC-approved hardwood. High quality is not only demanded by our domestic customers, but 

equally sought after by customers around the world, from Sweden to South Africa and 

America to Australia. Would you like to know more? Call: +31 (0)172 23 59 59

STYH_09563_ADV_A4_DEF.indd   1 04-12-2009   16:06:52
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ZIJLSTRA INTERNATIONAL 
DECORATION (ZID)
With over 30 years of experience, ZID 
is the ideal partner for architects, 
contractors, yacht brokers, yards, 
interior builders and owners for the 
complete furnishing of yachts. The 
company has its own showroom, 
design studio, upholstery department, 
curtain studio and installation 
services.  

Upholstery
ZID is specialised in custom uphol-
stery and client wishes can be carried 
out in detail. We work exclusively 
with products of an outstanding 
quality to guarantee the best 
outcome. Our professionals are very 
skilled in fabricating or reupholstering 
seating furniture, headboards, bed 
bases, ceiling & wall coverings, 
outdoor cushions and all other 
projects involving fabric.

Curtain studio
The curtain studio is specialised in 
manufacturing curtains, roman 
blinds, bedcovers, bed and bath linen 
and decorative pillows. Tailor-made 
embroidery is also possible.

Installation services
ZID service installers measure, make 
templates and install all items made 
in the upholstery department or 
curtain studio. They can hang 
wallpaper, fit carpets, PVC and 
wooden floors and install all types  
of rail systems, roman blinds, roller 
blinds and window treatments, 
electronic or manually operated.

Total design
From personal advice on colour, 
atmosphere and fabrics to design 
drawings and the implementation 
thereof, ZID has everything you need 
to furnish your yacht. Our sample 

room contains a wide variety of 
fabrics for upholstering furniture and 
panels as well as manufacturing 
curtains and bed linen. ZID also sells 
outdoor furniture, glasswork, 
tableware, cutlery and kitchen 
equipment. 

Zijlstra Collection Interior Design
Uitgeesterweg 15
1906 NW Limmen
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)725 052 852
fax +31 (0)725 052 895
info@zijlstracollection.nl
www.zijlstracollection.nl
Contact person: Jos Aarts

www.zid.nl
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LIGHT AND SIGHT
The Dutch yachtbuilding industry has 
a long history and Contest Yachts is a 
fine example with more than 55 years 
of experience.  It is fascinating to see 
how the yard combines its love for the 
profession and high quality standards 
with the use of innovative new 
materials and construction methods.
By making use of the latest develop-
ments in glass technology, Contest 
selects glass that gives perfect  vision 
and optimum light transmission while 
blocking any excess solar radiation in 
the yacht’s interior. This ensures that 
life onboard is even more comfortable.

As an independent glass specialist 
with an international network, B&O 
can always find a solution when it 

comes to glass. B&O recently glassed 
the renovated Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam and is involved in the 
glazing of many challenging buildings 
and yachts.

The latest development in the yacht 
industry is the use of bended 
structural glazing directly glued into 
the yacht structure. This technique is 
well known in the automotive 
industry and has been further 
developed for use on seagoing vessels 
and yachts. This gives designers more 
freedom and reduces the mainte-
nance costs of the yacht.

From safety to solar properties, fire 
protection and installation to 
logistical challenges, you can call on 

B&O with any questions you might 
have about the application of glass.

B&O Speciaalglas B.V.
Keerweer 29
3316KA Dordrecht
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)786 300 573
fax +31 (0)786 300 847
info@speciaalglas.nl
www.speciaalglas.nl
Contact person: Nico Ophoff



68

Furniture
Our furniture department employs 
the best and most experienced 
craftsmen in the Netherlands. Their 
pride in their trade is immediately 
apparent when you see them at work. 
With the utmost precision and 
patience they process the hundreds of 
larger and smaller parts that form the 
interior, never deviating from the 
required measurements by even a 
millimetre and creating surfaces that 
redefine the word smooth. The 
meticulous joints between the various 
parts underline that our certified 
professionals have mastered all 
furniture techniques. The excellent 
quality of our furniture department 
over the years has undoubtedly 

contributed to the first class 
reputation of the Contest yard.  

Solid curves 
Another fascinating procedure to 
observe is how the different rounded 
edges of the furniture are created. 
These consist of between eight and 
ten layers of laminated teak glued 
together and kept in position by a 
moulding for 24 hours. After a 
thorough sanding down, we have a 
perfect and beautifully finished 
section of carved solid wood. This is 
another very distinctive feature of a 
Contest yacht, as most production 
boats only have straight pieces in the 
interior with corner pieces added as an 
afterthought rather than being part of 

the whole structure. Our customised 
interiors are full of different shapes 
and sizes. Moreover, you can look as 
closely as you like but you won’t find a 
single screw in the interior. 

Fitting
Once all the main parts of the interior 
are finished, the Contest carpenters 
start fitting them onboard. After the 
yacht is placed in position based on 
the detailed work drawings, all floors, 
tanks, pipes and prefab parts are fitted 
into the yacht and fixed to the hull. It 
is important to notice again here how 
all the interior elements are actually 
part of the structure, laminated in 
place and becoming an integral part of 
the entire boat construction, which 

>
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further reinforces the strength of the 
overall construction of the yacht.  

Galley and bathrooms
The galley and bathrooms are finished 
with corian worktops. This material is 
ideal due to its sustainability and 
availability in all colours and sizes. 
Corian is delivered to us custom made 
and built into the yacht at the yard.

Deck and superstructure
Once the major sections of the 
furniture have been completed it is 
time to add the deck, which is 
connected by a combination of glue 
and bolts. Although the glue is strong 
enough in itself, the placement of 
bolts at 15 cm intervals gives added 

security and is also essential to Lloyd’s 
certification. 
 
A characteristic feature of all our 
yachts is the flush deck, integrated 
windows, and fully customised 
hatches that take the 3D rounding of 
the deck as the base of their design. 
Rather than being made of profiles 
that are welded together, the hatches 
are CNC milled out of a thick plate of 
aluminium. This gives them their exact 
shape and sophisticated designer look. 

The rounded corner windows are 
fitted with extremely strong and 
chemically hardened double glazing 
that includes a solar coating. The glass 
panels are glued in place, and the 

surrounding woodwork is seamlessly 
installed to create a superyacht-
quality design. 

Spraying
Once the interior has been fitted, the 
yacht is moved to our in-house 
spraying facilities where the hull can 
be sprayed in any colour, metallic or 
non-metallic. The fact that we can do 
the painting ourselves again ensures a 
constant monitoring of the quality. It 
is also very efficient as no transport 
time needs to be built into the build 
schedule, nor is Contest dependent on 
the planning of third parties. 

>Read more on page 78
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KEMPER EN VAN TWIST: 
SMART PROPULSION AND 
SYSTEMS
Kemper en van Twist Diesel BV (KVT) 
received the official ‘Royal’ distinction 
in 2013 as it celebrated 175 years of 
service to the community. The 
company has supplied Perkins-Sabre 
(Marine) propulsion engines to Contest 
for many years and its product range 
has evolved from conventional basic 
engines (M150Ti, M185C) to new 
technologies such as common-rail fuel 
injection (M190/216C). These engines 
provide many benefits, such as high 
reliability and a worldwide dealer 
network. The 72CS was the first 
Contest yacht to benefit from this new 
technique; the new 67CS will also be 
equipped with this engine model.

Since 2009, KVT has been exclusive 
distributor in the Benelux of Seakeeper 
gyro stabilisation systems. Several 
M8000 units were successfully 

installed and used in the Contest 
52MC. The system is designed to 
stabilise a yacht both underway and at 
anchor so that no vulnerable external 
parts are under water. This is ideal for 
planing and semi-displacement yachts 
on which fins are undesirable due to 
their hydrodynamic influence and 
vulnerability. The Seakeeper system is 
electrically driven and energy con-
sumption is negligible (only 1 kW when 
operational) as the flywheel is in a 
vacuum. In 2014/2015, Seakeeper will 
renew and extend its range with both 
smaller and larger models.

Other top brands for which KVT  
is distributor include Kohler  
Marine (gensets), Max Power  
(bow/sternthrusters) and Lombardini  
Marine (diesel engines, propulsion/
gensets). The company also supplies 
the industrial and emergency  
services market with products  
related to Perkins. 

KVT is proud to have played a part in 
the Contest Yachts success story, 
including both its wide range of sailing 
yachts and the new motoryachts. We 
look forward to continuing this 
outstanding relationship for many 
years to come.

Kemper en van Twist Diesel BV
Keerweer 62
3316 KA  Dordrecht
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)786 326 600
info@kvt.nl
www.kvt.nl
Contact person: Rob de Wijs
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FOLLOW THE BRIGHT STAR
Based on its comprehensive  
knowledge and long-term experience, 
Newthex Ned BV, is a global techno-
logical leader in the development and 
manufacturing of maritime doors, 
hatches and elevators. 

In close cooperation with Contest 
Yachts, Newthex Ned BV developed 
the BRIGHT STAR hatches for Contest 
boats. These hatches stand out for 
their slim, attractive and effective 

design.  Made in aluminium, the 
BRIGHT STAR hatches are CNC 
milled in order to achieve narrow 
tolerances, the smoothest possible 
finish and superb overall quality. 

Another significant advantage of 
these flush hatches is the fact that 
they can be shaped according to the 
different deck forms of the yacht.  
All BRIGHT STAR hatches are  
CE certified.

Newthex Ned BV
Molenraai 11
9611 TH Sappemeer
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)598 361 660
fax +31 (0)598 361 661
info@newthex.com
www.newthex.com
Contact person: Ruben Tienpont  



74



75

COMFORTABLE SAILING
Noise and vibration reduction 
onboard luxury motor and sailing 
yachts has been our field of expertise 
for over 25 years and we were pleased 
to work with Contest Yachts in this 
area.

Our scope of work includes the 
prediction of noise levels in cruising 
and at-anchor conditions. The tool we 
use for these predictions is a 3D 
vibro-acoustic computer program 
using input data of foundation 
mobility, source levels of machinery, 
insulation material properties and 
room absorption levels in order to 
achieve the most accurate figures. 

In addition to noise level predictions, 
we also produce CAD drawings for 
thermal, structural fire protection and 

acoustic insulation. Insulation plans 
and detail drawings show both the 
installation itself and give a detailed 
insight into how the materials should 
be fitted.

The vibration behaviour of structural 
elements such as engine foundations, 
engine room bulkheads and the hull 
surface above the propellers is 
examined with respect to structural 
excitation. Such elements, or a whole 
yacht, are entered into a FEA com-
puter model and analysed.

During the building phase we can 
conduct vibration measurements  
on machinery foundations and local 
structures. These measurements 
provide insight into the general 
stiffness of the structure (input 
mobility) and specific local natural 

frequencies. Analysis of the latter is 
sometimes required to avoid exces-
sive resonance.

Finally, at the end of a project we 
conduct measurements to identify 
and verify the noise and vibration 
levels during the technical sea trials.

Van Cappellen Consultancy
De Wederik 12
3355 SK Papendrecht
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)786 41 1 022
info@vancappellen.org
www.vancappellen.org
Contact person: Treeske van Cappellen
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AT THE HELM  
FOR OVER 90 YEARS
Cummins has been providing 
dependable diesel power and related 
products to the recreational marine 
market since the 1920s.  
From runabouts to trawlers, high 
performance yachts to tournament 
sport fishers, in marinas all across  
the globe sailors trust the power of 
Cummins to consistently deliver 
innovative and reliable products. 
Today’s range includes Cummins 
inboard propulsion engines, Zeus  
pod propulsion system, Cummins 
Joystick, Cummins Onan generator  
sets and Smartcraft monitoring 
systems.  
 
All technology is supported by a  
global parts & service support  
network and Cummins Care Marine, 
the global single point of contact  

when you require assistance, 
anywhere in the world. 
 
Cummins diesel engines feature 
specialised, high-pressure common  
rail systems that provide increased 
power to weight ratios, cleaner starts, 
less noise and are designed to run  
on alternative fuels. With quiet, 
effortless start-ups and impressive 
acceleration, these engines contribute 
to a superior boating experience. 
 
Enjoy worry-free voyages with 
Cummins Onan diesel and gasoline 
generator sets, ensuring reliable, 
smooth and quiet operation. The wide 
range of digitally controlled generator 
sets feature extensive diagnostics, 
self-monitoring and network 
communication capabilities. 
In addition to setting the benchmark 
for performance, Cummins is also 

a leader in environmental protection  
for both engines and generator sets.  
It was among the first companies to 
receive EU, EPA, IMO and RCD certification. 
 
Cummins Holland BV 
Olivijn 800 
3316 KH Dordrecht
The Netherlands 
tel +31 (0)786 181 200 
info.holland@cummins.com  
www.cumminsonan.com 
www.cummins.nl
Contact person: Michael van Eggermond
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PHASE 4: INSTALLING THE  
TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT

Smart installation 
Now that the hull, deck and interior  
are mostly finished, we start installing 
the technical equipment. With interior 
space being at a premium we  
recognised years ago that a dedicated 
approach to the whole issue of 
technical installation was needed in 
order to meet the increasing demands 
of owners. Today we have a proven sys-
tem that is well ahead of anything 
remotely comparable in our size range.  

Of course, you can buy all the best gear 
from the leading manufacturers - and 

yes, that’s exactly what we do too -  
but the way it in which it is fitted both 
as individual pieces and as a collective 
sum of your system will be crucial  
to your enjoyment once the yacht  
is launched. 

There are quite literally kilometres of 
wiring, cables and piping in a modern 
vessel as all the different luxuries that 
make your onboard life so pleasant  
are connected together. From full air 
conditioning to a state-of-the-art 
sound system, from hydraulics to 
electrics, there is a great deal of 
knowledge involved. And the way our 
layout engineers ensure that the design 
offers access for easy maintenance to 

equipment is no less vital. 

Dedicated technical area
At Contest the engine is installed 
during the very last phase of the 
interior fitting out, rather than  
adding it first and building around. 
This ensures that the engine can more 
easily be taken out should you wish  
to change it at a later date. The engine 
room also contains the, generators 
and the main air conditioning system, 
and is particularly well insulated 
against noise. 

Instead of having one giant engine 
room, we create a dedicated technical 
space at the heart of the vessel. This 

>
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cooled area keeps sensitive equipment 
such as chargers and inverters  
separate from the ‘hot’ engine room, 
significantly enhancing their overall 
performance. The technical space has 
also been designed to ensure ease of 
accessibility for maintenance.

Reliable suppliers
To ensure that we have the best 
available equipment, Contest is very 
particular when it comes to selecting 
suppliers. In addition to offering 
excellent products, we expect our 
‘co-makers’ to provide a very high 
service level. Our entire setup meets 
our suppliers’ most rigorous standards 
and the company therefore provides  

a warranty on its electrical power 
systems. It also provides fully certified 
personnel during the installation or 
trains our own employees before 
performing a final systems check 
themselves.  

Hydraulic systems
For the hydraulic systems we work 
with a company that is renowned  
for exceptional service levels and 
reliability based on years of experience 
with top quality, fully certified 
hydraulic safety equipment. We often 
select our suppliers based on their 
global networks, ensuring that you 
receive the fast and expert support 
wherever you are in the world. 

Maximum efficiency
All technical equipment throughout 
the different cabins in the boat is 
connected to the highest standard 
with thick cables as we do everything 
in our power to ensure maximum 
efficiency. Manuals and drawings for 
all equipment is carefully catalogued 
and delivered in an easily accessible 
manner. This ensures that you can 
clearly understand your own system 
should the need arise.

>Read more on page 86
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POWERING UP 
CONTEST YACHTS 
Over the years, Mastervolt has 
provided its power supply products 
onboard many Contest yachts. These 
comprehensive systems include fully 
integrated Digital Switching monitor-
ing & control, Lithium Ion battery 
technology and High Frequency 
charger & inverter power electronics. 
They are of the same standard as the 
globally available off-the-shelf 
products used on all seven yachts 
competing in this year’s Volvo Ocean 
Race. Systems on the VO65, such as 
nav/com, lighting, water ballast 
pumps and PLC controls for canting 
keels, are fully reliant on Mastervolt 
Lithium Ion batteries and operated by 
Mastervolt CZone digital switching. 
Imagine the comfort and assurance 
you will have with these products 
installed onboard your Contest boat.

Mastervolt’s Digital Switching system 
enables you to control the entire 
electrical system from any location 
onboard. In addition to relying on 
Mastervolt for all its power electron-
ics, Digital Switching makes use of 
Mastervolt’s MasterBus one cable 
system to keep wiring to a minimum 
and maximise reliability. Monitoring 
& control has never been so easy, and 
takes place via navigation panels that 
can be acquired from most well-
known suppliers while still having 
conventional switches as an integral 
part of the system to operate your 
circuits. iPad control via Mastervolt’s 
CZone Wi-Fi Interface with pre-con-
figured modes of operation increases 
your scope of control with remote 
monitoring and operation.

Lithium Ion battery technology 
significantly reduces weight and 

space, leaving room for more comfort 
onboard. Efficient energy manage-
ment by safe and proven technology 
enables a reduction in generator 
running time, which in turn increases 
autonomy and enhances the peace & 
quiet onboard.

Mastervolt 
Snijdersbergweg 93 
1105 AN Amsterdam Z.O. 
The Netherlands 
Tel +31 (0)203 422 100 
info@mastervolt.com 
www.mastervolt.com 
Where to buy: www.mastervolt.com/
dealer-locator 
Contact person: Pieter Eggermont 
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WEBASTO: COMPLETE 
CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
Since its start in the marine industry, 
Webasto has been investing heavily in 
the sector. Leveraging on its core 
automotive technologies, the company 
has continuously enlarged its marine 
product portfolio in order to provide 
complete climate solutions for water 
craft. Products include air-
conditioning, heating, roof solutions, 
glazing, shading systems and water 
management. Its significant 
engineering capacity gives Webasto 
the unique ability to develop not only 
ready-to-use solutions, but also 
custom-made systems for distinct 
individual projects.

With more than 10,000 employees and 
a presence in 46 countries, Webasto 
can pride itself on being a true global 
company. Its financial strength and 
profound understanding of the key 
strategic challenges of the future have 
positioned Webasto as a strong 
supplier in the field of comprehensive 

comfort solutions. The company 
strives to build long-lasting 
relationships with both shipbuilders 
and owners. Sharing expertise and 
experience results in better quality 
products, contributing to an 
unforgettable, worry-free boating 
experience.   

Webasto is well known for its heaters, 
which are reliable, economical, 
comfortable and quiet. Silent 
operation and extensive heating 
capabilities make for heating comfort 
just like at home. To improve the 
experience even more, heating 
solutions can be easily combined with 
air-conditioning systems. Webasto has 
a broad product portfolio of self-
contained air-conditioning solutions, 
all the way up to large chiller systems.

To really enjoy that open-air feeling in 
your boat, Webasto has a wide range 
of high quality marine roofs, which can 
be customised to the shape, size and 
design of your deck. Glazing products 

can be given any shape, with a 
measurement service ensuring an 
exact fit between the boat and the 
glazing. Together with the pre-
mounted glazing, this ensures a plug & 
play solution that saves time and 
money. To bring onboard comfort to 
the highest standard, you can also fit 
Oceanair blinds and shades. There is a 
solution for every window, hatch and 
porthole in a wide variety of materials 
and shapes to match your interior.

Webasto Thermo & Comfort Benelux
Constructieweg 47
P.O. Box 41
8260 AA Kampen
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)383 371 137
fax +31 (0)383 325 181
info.nl@webasto.com
www.webasto-marine.nl
Contact person: Ronald Kotten
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WE’LL NAVIGATE YOU 
TO SUCCESS
Whether you have a sailing boat or 
motor yacht, the new range of B&G 
and Simrad equipment will exceed 
your onboard navigation and 
communication expectations. 

B&G
One of the world’s most renowned 
sailing brands and the leader in 
sailboat electronics, B&G is the only 
marine electronics manufacturer to 
create products only and specifically 
for sailing. With over 50 years of 
expertise in the field, B&G leads  
the way in sailing instrumentation 
and navigation for all sailboats,  
small or large. 

From the award winning Triton 
instruments, Broadband 4G™ Radar 
and Zeus2 multifunctional displays to 

the state-of-the-art H5000 system, 
B&G has a complete range for sailors. 
Design and functionality come 
together in good looking, easy to use 
and reliable equipment. With 
functions like Sailsteer, forward-look-
ing sonar, start line features and 
weather information; B&G is the 
most innovative brand in sailboat 
marine electronics.

Simrad
The foremost marine electronics 
brand for powerboats and sportfish-
ing, Simrad is synonymous with 
professional level products for the 
everyday boater and power enthusi-
ast. Reliable, easy to use electronics 
with innovative features are the 
bedrock of all Simrad products. 

Simrad offers stunning glass bridge 
systems with multi-touch operation 

that integrate all navigation equip-
ment on board your Contest yacht. 
Best in class autopilots will steer your 
boat and provide a silent crewmember 
on all waters, whilst forward-looking 
sonar will tell you what lies ahead. 

From Volvo Ocean Race yachts to 
superyachts, the award-winning B&G 
and Simrad products ensure that 
Contest yachts have the best 
navigation systems to ensure you 
always have confidence on the water.

Navico Benelux
Donker Duyvisweg 56
3316 BM DORDRECHT
The Netherlands
+31 (0)78-6530053
salesbenelux@navico.com
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PHASE 5: RIGGING 

Mast
The yacht is slowly approaching its 
final construction phase, which 
consists of stepping the mast and 
installing all the rigging and deck 
equipment. In the development phase, 
the yacht architect and our engineers 
pay a great deal of attention to the sail 
plan and operational comfort so as to 
ensure the best possible performance. 
Safety and quality are other important 
elements in choosing a mast, which is 
why we work with anodised masts. 

Sails & Rigging
Our latest yacht range has proven to 
offer an excellent performance in all 
conditions. This is underlined by the 
positive test results we have enjoyed  
in the various international watersport 
magazines.  

In accordance with the latest require-
ments in the field of rigging, the 
current Contest range has a larger 
mainsail and a slightly smaller over- 
lapping genoa. The genoa falls within 
the swept back spreaders allowing the 
yacht to sail close-hauled, making 
tacking easier, and giving the helms-
man a better view from the cockpit. 

Having said that, each rig is very 
client-specific and you will have ample 
opportunity to express your wishes. 
We have full access to the extra 
knowledge of our blocks and rigging 
partner, which supplies very high 
quality series products as well as  
the option for product adaptations.  
Our sail supplier is highly experienced 
in translating proven successes in the 
racing sector into perfect products  
for the recreational market.  
We gladly make use of its world 
famous 3D-design department. 

>
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PHASE 6: DELIVERY

Sea trials
Now that the final construction phase 
has been completed and the yacht is 
finished, there is still one step to go 
before we invite you to take delivery of 
your yacht. Comprehensive sea trials 
are carried out on open water and only 
when we are fully satisfied will we 
proceed to delivery. We then offer up 
to four days to show you the ins and 
outs onboard your own yacht so you 
leave the marina with complete 
confidence.  

Relationships that last
Of course you are always very  
welcome to regularly visit during  
the construction period to see how 
your boat is developing and the 
progress being made. There is a unique 
atmosphere of craftsmanship at our 
yard and we are delighted to share it 
with you. 

Personally speaking, we hope that our 
relationship does not finish once your 
boat is launched and sailing the seas 
and oceans. Not only will the Contest 
after-sales service team keep careful 
records to support you in every way 
possible when needed, we also look 

forward to welcoming you at one of 
our annual Contest sailing events in 
Holland or in the Mediterranean.  
It’s all part of the top-of-the-bill 
personal experience that comes with 
owning one of our yachts.
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POWER ON DECK
Since its inception in a small workshop 
over 65 years ago, Lewmar has been 
regarded as one of the world’s leading 
marine equipment manufacturers.

Having firmly established itself as 
“the winch company”, Lewmar’s 
product portfolio has rapidly 
expanded to include hardware, 
windlasses, anchors, bow thrusters, 
steering, hatches & portlights and 
new this year the introduction of a 
glass division.

The company was founded by an 
engineer and that influence still runs 
through the business today. Lewmar 
design all product from scratch, a 

typical design process consists of 
drawing the product on CAD after 
concept sketches are made, printing 
off a 3D model or making a rapid 
prototype. Each product created is 
carefully crafted from the most 
appropriate materials for its given 
application. Lewmar's focus is always 
high performance with the necessary 
longevity and corrosion resistance to 
survive unscathed in the harsh marine 
environment.

In recent years Lewmar has seen the 
product cycle been significantly 
reduced and we are pleased to bring 
to market a constant flow of new 
stylish and innovative products that 
simplify your life at sea.  

Lewmar is a proud supplier of 
winches, windlasses, hardware and 
portlights to Contest Yachts, a 
company which pours the same ideals 
of performance and quality into its 
yachts as Lewmar does into its 
products.

Lewmar Ltd.
Southmoor Lane, Havant
Hampshire
PO9 1JJ, UK
tel +44 (0)239 247 18 41
sales@lewmar.com
www.lewmar.com
Contact person: Ben Kay
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DECK HARDWARE  
BY SPINLOCK, RONSTAN  
AND SAILTEC
A close cooperation with More Marine 
has enabled Contest Yachts to achieve 
the best in deck layouts. High-quality 
brands as Spinlock, Ronstan and Sailtec 
secure long-term, easy sail handling.

Spinlock maintains its position as 
market leader in rope holding through 
intensive research and hard work on 
the part of its design team. For 
instance, its latest jammers comprise 
carbon bodies, titanium parts and 
ceramic jaws, resulting in the highest 
possible holding loads and the lowest 
wear on ropes. Spinlock can be found 
on every single Contest, and is 
instrumental to the great time on the 

water that the yachts provide.

Sailtec has one of the longest reputa-
tions for quality in the marine hydraulic 
industry. Sailtec hydraulics makes 
sailing easy, with very little effort 
needed to control high loads. Contest 
deploys Sailtec boomvangs, backstays 
and transom systems on its boats. 

Ronstan marine hardware is strong in 
custom and semi-custom solutions.  
Its dedicated engineering team is 
always looking for the best possible 
products in order to allow owners to 
enjoy sailing with confidence. The 
finest raw materials, detailed engi-
neering and meticulous attention to 
aesthetics combine to make Ronstan 
a great partner for Contest Yachts.

More Marine bv
Waaier 44
2451 VW  Leimuiden
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)172 506 820
fax +31 (0)172 506 824
info@moremarine.nl
www.moremarine.nl
Contact person: Jan-Pieter Botman

Marine Hydraulic Systems

Marine Hydraulic Systems
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THE RIG
A new yacht design is the result of a 
careful cooperation between yard and 
designer, with the mast manufacturer 
also involved at an early stage. Based 
on the sail plan and stability data, 
Seldén develops a rig design, deter-
mines the mast and boom profile, 
calculates mast compression and 
discusses recommendations.

Seldén supplies a generation of masts 
entirely in line with this setup, which 
requires a high longitudinal stability. 
Whether in aluminium or in carbon, 

we are able to respond to almost any 
request from our highly demanding 
customers.

In recent years, Seldén has extended 
its product range with deck hardware, 
winches and hydraulic tensioners and 
boomvangs. For easy sailing onboard 
larger yachts, we have an excellent 
reputation with our in-mast furling 
systems – both electric and hydraulic 
– -whereby the main sail and the 
headsail are rolled in and out by 
pushbutton control. 

Seldén Mid Europe – Brouwershaven
The Netherlands
tel +31 (0)111 698 120
fax +31 (0)111 698 130
po@seldenmast.nl
www.seldenmast.com
Contact person: Pieter Oenema
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NORTH SAILS: 
ABOVE AND BEYOND
North Sails has been contributing to 
the development of Contest yachts 
for many years. Their performance  
has improved greatly over the years, 
thanks in no small part to the choice 
of materials offered. These materials 
are continuously improving in terms 
of both shape holding and longevity. 

The developments carried out by 
North Sails for Contest include the 
Soft Norlam, Spectra and 3DL sails,   
all laminates. In the last two years,   
a great deal of effort has gone into 
new sails made in 3Di – a product 
made unique by the fact that the 
material has become a composite. 

For the Contest 62CS, North Sails 
worked with the owner to make it 
possible to build the mainsail and 
furling jib in in 3Di and the code O  
in Cuben fibre.  The gennaker G-2  
was produced in Norlon. The owner 
requested special logos to be printed 
on the sail and  a designer came up 
with the ideal solution: an inlay was 
made by cutting out the cloth and 
putting another colour in the 
gennaker, with the logo being fitted  
in a way that allows it to be seen from 
both sides. On the mainsail, jib and 
code O, these logos were painted on 
instead.  The end result surpassed all 
expectations, making this a fine 
example of the kind of extras that 
can be requested from North Sails.

North Sails NV
Conservenweg 6 g
2940  Stabroek
Belgium
Tel +32 (0)3 325 6720
info@be.northsails.com
www.northsails.be

Televisieweg 44-46
1322 AM  Almere
Tel +31 (0)365 460 190
info@nl.northsails.com
www.northsails.nl
Contact person: Frans Hinfelaar

The Power to Perform 
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42CS 45CS 50CS 57CS 62CS 67CS 72CS
52MC 

Complete range
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42CS
The Contest 42CS is the ideal boat for people interested in acquiring their first 
quality sailboat. At the same time, the superior performance of this lovely yacht 
is sure to appeal also to those seeking a more intimate cruising experience. In 
fact, the charming lines of the Contest 42CS are likely to make this aesthetic 
delight popular among people at every stage of life. And regardless of your 
background, you will adore the unrivalled Contest quality and incredible sense 
of spaciousness both outside and in. Welcome aboard the definitive template 
for family performance cruising in the 42-foot size bracket. 
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42CS
The 42CS is a significant departure, created in response to
increasing demands for a Contest in this size range with a twin steering
and aft cockpit layout. You can choose whether to create a family
cruiser, a performance boat or a short-handed yacht that two can easily
handle. The design platform allows a choice between various options
related to interior, the cockpit and the stern layout.
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specif ications
Length overall 12.85 m 42.15 ft
Length waterline 11.76 m 38.63 ft
Maximum beam  4.15 m  13.61 ft
Displacement 11,000 kg 24,251 lbs
Draft standard 2.20 m  7.21 ft
Draft shallow 1.80 m 5.90 ft            
Shorthanded/ Performance Cruising 
Mainsail 57 m2 613 ft2
Genua 47 m2 506 ft2
Fuel tank 230/88 ltr 60.8/23.3 imp. gal.
Water tank 365 ltr 96.4 imp. gal.
Engine, Yanmar 40 kW 54 hp
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42CS
polar performance diagram

stability curve
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45CS
The more contemporary look includes a superb flush deck and modern shaped 
windows, while the ingenious way performance is matched with ease of handling 
remains the same. Whether you opt for modern or traditional lines, the deck layout 
of the 45CS offers maximum operational comfort from the cockpit and she can 
easily be sailed by one or two people. 

With a choice between two or three cabins and various saloon layout options,  
a Contest 45CS will reflect your personal onboard lifestyle. The superior finish of 
the light and atmospheric interior exudes class, while every practical detail has 
been thought through to maximise your convenience.  
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45CS
The sleek lines of the joinery and furniture contribute to the 
ambient appearance of the saloon, the oak floor contrasts 
perfectly with the teak cupboards and the lighting plan is well 
thought through. Innovative features are found throughout  
the yacht. Sail the 45CS and you are guaranteed a feeling of
freedom, luxury and safety.

specif ications
Length overall 13.70 m  44.9 ft  
Length waterline     11.64 m  38.19 ft  
Maximum beam 4.10 m  13.3 ft  
Displacement    13,500 kg  29,760 lbs  
Draft bulb keel 1.95 m  6.40 ft
Ballast bulb keel 5,100 kg  11,244 lbs 
Mast height above waterline 21.08 m  68.9 ft
Main sail 54 m2  581 ft2 
Genoa 109%    49 m2    527 ft2 
Fuel tank 286 ltr.    63 imp. gal. 
Water tank 430 ltr.  94.5 imp. gal. 
Engine, Yanmar 55.3 kW  75 hp
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45CS
polar performance diagram

stability curve
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50CS
Designed by Georg Nissen, her clean lines, sophisticated rig with ample sail area 
and careful weight saving make the 50CS an extremely easy yacht for a couple 
to handle while guaranteeing optimal trimming possibilities and high average 
speeds in all conditions. Once onboard, you’ll immediately notice the spacious 
and totally clean deck area with wide gangways and the halyards led below deck. 
In addition, the balanced spade rudder and the smaller foretriangle ensure an 
extremely manoeuvrable yacht that can tack easily and quickly. The ultra-spacious 
and well sheltered cockpit, with its fixed cockpit table, is another highlight.



111



112



50CS

specif ications
Length overall      14.99 m  49.18 ft 
Length waterline     13.13 m  43.08 ft 
Maximum beam 4.58 m  15.03 ft 
Displacement     17,500 kg  38,580 lbs 
Draft bulb keel  2.15 m 7.05 ft 
Ballast bulb keel  6,100 kg  13,445 lbs 
Mast height above waterline  23.55 m 77.3 ft
Main sail  67 m2  723 ft2 
Genoa 114%     58 m2  616 ft2 
Fuel tank   638 ltr.  140 imp. gal. 
Water tank  714 ltr.  158 imp. gal. 
Engine, Yanmar  81 kW  110 hp

For more options see the specifications brochure or our website

Perhaps the greatest surprise in the interior is the finer details 
such as the subtle storage space for the entrance hatches, the 
extending bar and the enormous storage space under the 
seating. And we certainly mustn’t forget the large and easily 
accessible technical room, with its array of built-in equipment.
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50CS
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57CS
With its flush deck and low, integrated super structure, the Contest 57CS has a truly 
striking appearance. Daylight floods into the interior through the large windows, 
generating an exceptionally pleasant atmosphere. Another design highlight is the spacious 
cockpit with its twin steering position and free passage to the interior. Optional features 
on the 57CS include an integrated swim platform, while a smart operational concept allows 
the yacht to be sailed single-handedly if desired. 
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Owners of the Contest 57CS  can choose from several interior options in which the layout and 
materials were inspired by the new styling developed by the yard several years ago. Key features 
include lots of light, lots of space and considerable comfort throughout the interior. The number of 
sleeping berths is flexible. The standard design has a very large and well-equipped galley and a 
comfortable and spacious seating area. All designs include at least two toilets and bathrooms.

57CS
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specif ications
Length overall    17.23 m 56.5 ft
Length waterline 15.55m 51.0 ft
Maximum beam 5.12 m 16.8 ft
Displacement 27,900 kg 61,508 lbs
Draft bulb keel 2.49 m    8.17 ft
Ballast Bulb keel 10,900 kg 24,030 lbs
Mast height above waterline 27. 31 m 89.6 ft
Main sail 101 m2 1,087 ft2
Genoa 112% 84 m2 904 ft2
Fuel tank  931 ltr    204.80 imp. gal.
Water tank  900 ltr    197.97 imp. gal.
Engine, Perkins 111 kW 150 hp



121

57CS

For more options see the specifications brochure or our website
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polar performance diagram

stability curve
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62CS
Discover the world, go where you want when you want, securely and  
comfortably; this is the leitmotif of the Contest 62CS. The elegant lines of this 
impressive 62-footer are characterised by a spacious open deck and a well  
integrated superstructure. 

Equipped with a twin wheel working cockpit and a large ‘social’ cockpit, you’ll 
be impressed by the sailing and living comfort onboard this yacht. The large 
amount of storage space on deck makes the 62CS very well suited for long  
distances. It is even possible to place a tender below deck.
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Below deck you will immediately feel at home in the modern, light interior 
which subtly blends modern materials and finishes with impeccable 
craftsmanship. Various interior options give you the opportunity to choose 
a design that best fits your particular needs, depending on whether you wish 
 to sail with two, with a group of friends or with a professional crew.

62CS
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specif ications
Length overall    19.18 m 63.9 ft
Length waterline 16.80 m 55.1 ft
Maximum beam 5.45 m 17.9 ft
Displacement    31,100 kg   68,563 lbs
Draft standard keel 2.65 m    8.69 ft
Draft shoal keel 2.20 m 7.22 ft
Ballast standard keel  11,500 kg 25,353 lbs
Ballast shoal keel 12,000 kg   26,455 lbs
Mast height above waterline 29.21 m 95.8 ft
Main sail 108 m2    1,162 ft2
Genoa 110%     93 m2    1,001 ft2
Fuel tank 1,695 ltr   372.86 imp. gal.
Water tank 1,634 ltr    359.44 imp. gal.
Engine, Perkins 138 kW 190 hp

62CS

For more options see the specifications brochure or our website
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62CS
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DESIGNED BY JUDEL/VROLIJK & CO.
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67CS
The design of the Contest 67CS has a low profile deckhouse that 
matches the overall styling of a timeless and elegant looking 
hull with modern lines. The superstructure silhouette is kept as 
low as possible, leaving ample space below the salon for technical 
installations. The sail plan is generous with a mast height over 
the water of nearly 32 metres. The rig layout offers lots of sail 
combinations, ranging from jibs, jib-tops and code zero options 
to different gennaker sizes. An in-mast furling section is also 
possible for the cruising minded. 
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specif ications
Length overall    20.30 m 66.6 ft
Length waterline 18.50 m 60.7 ft
Maximum beam 5.65 m 18.5 ft
Displacement 39,500 kg 87,081 lbs
Draft bulb keel  2.95 m    9.67 ft
Main sail 145 m2 1,561 ft2
Genoa 111% 108 m2 1,162 ft2
Fuel tank  1,600 ltr    351.95 imp. gal.
Water tank 1,000 ltr    219.97 imp. gal.
Engine, Perkins 161 kW 216 hp

67CS
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72CS
Synthesising all our 55 years of experience and craftsmanship with the very 
latest engineering and technology, the 72CS is the phenomenal new flagship  
of the Contest fleet. Sensually sleek, magnificently designed, its go-anywhere 
cruising potential is equally open to an adventurous couple as a party of ten.

If you are seeking the crème de la crème of performance and comfort 
combined in a yacht that exudes class, the 72CS will meet and then surpass 
your expectations. This is the life. This is the style. This is lifestyle sailing.
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72CS
The interior of the first Contest 72CS is everything you would expect from a  
modern superyacht and more.  Streamlined joinery predominates, with squarer 
shaped doors, an absence of visible ventilation grilles and the clever use of  
recessed hand grips. The wood itself is a fabulous fusion of light and dark oaks. 
And the air of contemporary quality is further enhanced by laying carpet in the 
master stateroom and deploying luxurious fittings and detailing in the bathrooms.  



CONTEST GROUP 140



141

specif ications
Length overall   21.80 m 71.5 ft
Length waterline 18.99m 62.3 ft
Maximum beam 5.70 m 18.7 ft
Displacement 44,300 kg 97,664 lbs
Draft bulb keel  2.80 m    9.18 ft
Ballast bulb keel 16,500 kg 36,376 lbs
Mast height above waterline 31.20 m  102.3 ft
Main sail 133m2  1,431 ft2
Genoa 111% 129 m2 1,388 ft2
Fuel tank 1,700 ltr    373.94 imp. gal.
Water tank 1,018 ltr  223.92 imp. gal.
Engine, Perkins 161 kW  216 hp

72CS

For more options see the specifications brochure or our website
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52MC
When embarking on a new adventure, it is good to have the  
leading lights in the industry onboard. The first Contest  
motoryacht was created in cooperation with designer Georg Nissen, 
Vripack Naval Architects and a host of specialist co-makers,  
ensuring that her sleek and dynamic appearance is backed by the 
Contest core values of quality, comfort, design and performance. 

Four different versions (Classic, Flybridge, Semi Flybridge and  
Open Sport) with several interior layouts and a choice of power 
plants make the 52MC a yacht for everyone, with a style, layout  
and performance perfectly matched to your requirements
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Drawing on our expertise in composites, Contest 52MC’s 
innovative hull design and production will provide 
optimal stability and efficiency. Easy to manoeuvre and 
benefiting from silent hybrid technology, the yacht will 
have a classy, almost classical, style all of her own.  
And with CE-A approval and a wealth of options for 
exterior and interior layouts, this motoryacht is sure to 
stand the test of time in every respect. 

52MC
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specif ications
Length overall   15.93 m 52.26 ft
Length waterline 14.60 m 47.9 ft
Maximum beam 4.60 m 15.09 ft
Draft 0.85 m 2.79 ft
Displacement (standard version):  16,600 kg   36,596 lbs
Fuel tank 1,800 ltr  395.95 imp. gal.
Water tank 400/700 ltr   88/153.98 imp. gal.
Engines, Cummins 2 x 225 kW 2 x 305 hp

Maximum height above waterline
52MC 2.88 m 9.45 ft
52MC Flybridge 3.74 m  12.27 ft
52MC Open Sport 2.88 m 9.45 ft

For more options see the specifications brochure or our website

52MC
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52MC
52MC FLYBRIDGE

52MC OPEN SPORT
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You will find Contest yachts riding at anchor or snug in harbour in every corner of the globe.  
Some were sailed to their idyll in the sun were by experienced sailors with tens of thousands of 
miles under their keels, while others were brought safely across oceans by owners new to the  
fulfillment and adventure of bluewater cruising.

What unites them is an appreciation for the care and expertise that go into a Contest to ensure that 
she is comfortable, reliable, enjoyable and secure, no matter whether exploring your local waters or 
pursuing the dream of a circumnavigation. We build our boats to bring out the sheer pleasure of 
being on the water. We invite you to share that pleasure, to share our passion.
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Book now!DISCoVER oUR RoUTES

Ahead of the 
Competition

Sevenstar Yacht Transport

Headoffice  Amsterdam 

The Netherlands

Phone +31 20 448 8590

info@sevenstar-yacht-transport.com

Check our sailing schedule

Sevenstar Yacht Transport is specialised in 

worldwide lift-on, lift-off yacht transport. 

Check our sailing schedule and book now! 

SEVENSTAR-YACHT-TRANSPORT.COM

©Tim Wright. Team Sevenstar Beluga on the Contest 42CS during Antigua Sailing Week 2014
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CONTEST GROUP

Contest Yachts
Overleek 5
1671 GD Medemblik
The Netherlands
tel  +31 (0)227 543 644
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@contestyachts.com
www.contestyachts.com

Contest Brokerage
Overleek 5
1671 GD Medemblik 
The Netherlands 
tel  +31 (0)227 543 636 
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@contestbrokerage.nl 
www.contestbrokerage.nl 

MYS
Overleek 7
1671 GD Medemblik
tel  +31 (0)227 543 622
fax +31 (0)227 545 037
info@mys.nl
www.mys.nl
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EVENTS 2015
Contest Yachts Trial Sail Weekend
Saturday 11 – Sunday 12 April

Sevenstar Contest Cup
Medemblik
Friday 5 – Sunday 7 June

Contest Meeting 
Mallorca
Thursday 11 – Saturday 13 June

Contest Meeting 
Port  Zélande
Check our website

Palmarina Contest Meeting 
Yalikavak Bodrum, Turkey
Check our website

Contest Yachts Trial Sail Weekend
Saturday 26 – Sunday 27 September

SHOWS 2015
Boot Düsseldorf
Saturday 17 – Sunday 25 January 

Strictly Sail Miami
Thursday 12 – Monday 16 February

Moscow Boat Show
Tuesday 10 – Sunday 15 March

International Istanbul Shop & Miles  
Boat Show
Wednesday 6 – Sunday 10 May

Baltic Marine Festival, St. Petersburg
Thursday 28– Sunday 31 May

Orust Open Yards
Friday 21 – Sunday 23 August

HISWA Amsterdam in-water Boat Show
Tuesday 1 – Sunday 6 September

Yachting Festival Cannes
Tuesday 8 – Sunday 13 September

Southampton International Boat Show
Friday 11 – Sunday 20 September

Monaco Yacht Show
Wednesday 23 – Saturday 26 September

Barcelona International Boat Show
Tuesday 14 – Sunday 18 October

Hanseboot International Boat Show, 
Hamburg
Saturday 31 October – Sunday 8 November

c o n t e x t  2 0 1 5  i s s u e d  b y  c o n t e s t  g r o u p


